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Bonjour Francophiles, 

 
Happy New Year. I trust that all club members enjoyed a safe and happy 
Christmas-New Year break with family and friends. 
 
Sue and I spent Christmas at home, highlighted by visits from children, 
grandchildren and siblings, over a period of about 2 weeks. Wonderful to 
see everyone, of course, but we were pleased to put our feet up after they 
had gone. 
 
My eldest son, John, drove up from Melbourne in his 406 HDi, which had 
just qualified (30 years) for club plates in Victoria. He’s owned the car for 
years but doesn’t drive it often enough to warrant staying on full rego. 
When I asked him if he had joined the Peugeot Car Club of Victoria, he 
said he hadn’t. “Why not”, I said. His response was basically that he wasn’t 
wanting to immerse himself in club activities – he just wanted to fulfil the 
legal requirement of belonging to an authorised club to qualify for club 
rego.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
In the French Car Club of Canberra, we don’t have a requirement that 
members must participate in club activities, nor should we. People join 
our club for various reasons. An interest in French cars is sufficient, and I 
expect that the French Car Club of Victoria is the same. However, I do 
understand my son’s reasoning – joining a club that does not represent a 
particular marque, lowers the expectation for all concerned. 
 
Each morning, the Canberra Times newspaper is delivered to the bottom 
of my driveway, tossed out the window of a moving car. Occasionally, I 
have caught a glimpse of the car and looks like a Citroen C4. While I 
don’t plan on waiting on the kerb to speak to the driver, if the opportunity 
presents, I will ask if he’s interested in joining our club. 
 
Meanwhile, one of my neighbours, who bought a Peugeot 508 hybrid in 
Sydney last year, is disappointed that Canberra still lacks a Peugeot 
dealer who can service the car. When I spoke to him, this week, he said 
he’d recently received a message from John McGrath Auto Group to say 
that his car was due for a service. “Sounds like they are servicing 
Peugeot again”, he said hopefully. “Not likely”, I said, “I reckon it’s an 
automated message that is a hangover from when they did do servicing”. 
After nearly 10 months since McGrath ditched the Peugeot marque in 
Canberra, they apparently haven’t bothered to update their service 
department records. 
 
Our next club meeting will be held at 8 pm at the Raiders Club on Tuesday 
27 February, with dinner and drinks from 7 pm. Please come along and 
share your stories with other club members. 
 
Au revoir, 
 

BRAD 
 
 
Brad Pillans, Club President  
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2025-26 FCC COMMITTEE 
 

President 
Brad Pillans 
30 Aspen Rise 
Jerrabomberra, NSW, 2619 
0427 662 112 
brad.pillans@anu.edu.au  

 
Vice President 
Colin Handley 
4 Bains Place 
Lyneham ACT 2602 
0414 484 398 

 
Secretary and Magazine Editor 

Joel Krewaz 
gjoelsk@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer 

Neil Birch 
 

Technical Officers 
Bill McNamee 
15 Finlayson Pl 
Gilmore 2905 
6291 6495, 0419 279 811 
mcnamee@amorphous.com.au  

 
Barry McAdie 
bardot@iinet.net.au  
 0415 907 614 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Magazine Editorial 
Committee 

Brad Pillans 
Lisa Molvig  

 
Membership Secretary 

Barry McAdie 
bardot@iinet.net.au  

   0415 907 614 

Web Page Editor 
Leigh McEwan 

Social Secretary 
Lisa Molvig 

 
General Committee 

Leigh McEwan 
Mike Ford 

 
Public Officer 

Barry McAdie 
 

Delegates to CACTMC 
Greg Francis 
Neil Sperring 
Ross Stephens 
 
 
 
 

Club Registrars 
Lisa Molvig 
reno1338@hotmail.com  
Brad Pillans 
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CLUB EVENTS 2026 
 
 
27 January  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
22 February  French Car Drive to Gunning to visit the shed of a 
Rover Club member; 10 am arrival and bring a plate to share for 
Morning tea. Details to be confirmed. 
 
24 February  Summer BBQ at The Shed in Queanbeyan, hosted 
by Colin Handley. Details to be confirmed. 
 
22 March  Wheels of Canberra. Thoroughbred Park Canberra, 
Full details: Famous. Wheels of Canberra  
 
24 March  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm. 
 
26 April  French Car Drive to visit the shed of a FCCC member in 
Sutton. Details to be confirmed. 
 
28 April  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
26 May  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
21 June  Battle of Waterloo, Spanish Australian Club, Yarralumla 
Details to be confirmed. 
 
23 June  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm. 
 
28 June  French Car Drive to a fine antique furniture restoration 
workshop, Fyshwick Patinations Conservation Services - Patinations 
 
28 July  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
23 August  French Car Drive. Morning tea at a café in Weston  
Park. Station Stop Café - Yarralumla Play Station 

 
 
25 August  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
22 September  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
25 October  French Car Drive. Two Before Ten Café, Murrumbateman 
Murrumbateman | Two Before Ten 
 
27 October  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
24 November  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
 
 

INTERSTATE EVENT 
THE ANNUAL RENAULT ROUND UP 
IS ON SUNDAY 15th FEB 2026  
9:30 am to 3:30 pm 
PIER 35 BAR, GRILL & MARINA 
263 LORIMER STREET 
PORT MELBOURNE 
DISPLAY YOUR RENAULT OR ALPINE  
ENJOY BRUNCH, LUNCH 
OR JUST A GLASS OF WINE 
@ PIER35 ON THE YARRA  
NON-MEMBERS WELCOME 
RCCV Committee 
Celebrating 70 years as a car club 
 
 
The website of the Council of ACT Motor Clubs has a calendar of car club 
events in the Canberra region – always worth a look… 
https://www.cactmc.org.au/cactmc_calendar.html  

 
French Car Drives in 2026 
These occur on the 4th Sunday of even months (except December). If you 
have any suggestions of places to visit in 2026, please send me an email 
on reno1338@hotmail.com. Lisa Molvig, Social Secretary 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
For sale, parts and wrecking 
 
If you want to advertise something for sale or simply 
offer items free to a good home, then this is a good 
place to let other club members know. 
 
Please contact either Colin Handley (0414 484 398) or 
Brad Pillans (0427 662 112) to place an ad. 
 

For Sale 
 

WE HAVE CLEARED THE DECKS F0R 
THE START OF A NEW YEAR AND 
ALL LISTINGS FROM 2025 HAVE 

BEEN DELETED. 
 

WE EXPECT TO HAVE NEW ADS 
READY FOR THE NEXT ISSUE 
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French Sounds of Summer 2025 
at the French Embassy, Canberra 
 

Joel Krewaz, FCCC 
 
On 30 November 2025 the French Ambassador, Pierre-André Imbert, 
invited the FCCC to join in the celebration of the French Sounds of 
Summer, incorporating a variety of musicians, musical groups, singers and 
choral groups.  Combined with food vans, a craft market and, of course, 
our French car display.  A tight group of 8 hand-picked representatives of 
all ages and styles of French automotive excellence braved the cool blowy 
winds and scudding clouds interspersed with bright sunshine. 
 
A constant stream of visitors passed by the cars, took photos, asked 
questions and appreciated the review. Coffee was had, old and new friends 
sat with us discussing our joint interests with music wafting on the air. 
 
The organisers and VIPs stopped by and we appreciated the opportunity to 
support a lovely day out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Above: Greg Francis’ Peugeot 205 GTi and the three Citroen 2CVs were much 
admired. 
The red and blue 2CV’s owned by Joel Trewaz and Bruce McCubbin, respectively, were 
nicely complemented by the 2CV van owned by Ken McAuley-Black. 
 
Below: Barry McAdie’s Alpine A110, Greg Spackman’s 1923 Talbot Darracq, Colin 
Handley’s Peugeot 403, Luke Baker’s Peugeot 504 coupe and Brad’s Peugeot 508, the 
latter acting as service car for delivery of the marquee, table and chairs. 
 
Photos by Joel Krewaz, Brad Pillans and Greg Francis 
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Alpine 70th anniversary celebrations 
 
Barry McAdie, French Car Club of Canberra 
 
On 18 January, I attended the Alpine 70th Anniversary Celebrations, 
hosted at the home of Colin and Lyn Stark, in Montrose, Melbourne 
close to Mt Dandenong. Most Alpine enthusiasts were there, mainly 
from Victoria but some from Adelaide and Queensland as well as yours 
truly from the ACT. 
 
There were 25 Alpine built cars present which included a rare R5 Turbo 
1, an R5 Turbo 2, a Clio V6, the new Alpine A110s and the older 
versions of the A110, A310, and GTA V6. The number broke the record 
of 23 Alpine built cars at a French Car Day held at the historic Como 
Park in South Yarra in 2006. 
 
Colin and Lyn’s splendid home easily accommodated all the cars and 
guests and there were food and drinks aplenty contributed by our hosts 
and guests. 
 
It was some 40 years ago that Colin and fellow enthusiast Steve 
Kalendarin founded Alpine Affaire which assisted in importing and 
restoring various Alpines. Colin has gracefully retired but his 
enthusiasm for restoring older Alpines has not waned one little bit. 
 
Colin has a tidy collection which are under restoration in his copious 
sheds and include a R5 Turbo and an Alpine A110 body still in its 
fibreglass mould and at least 3 Alpine A110 chassis. 
 
As usual, Jeff Bee who owns an A310 used his drone to take panoramic 
photos of the gathering and Rodney Apcar also produced a video to 
commemorate the show. See 
https://youtu.be/39XlmDR9jWc?si=gnEUntHsy-f2tZnI 
 
It was great to catch up with fellow Alpine enthusiasts in such a great 
setting and in beautiful weather - unusual for Melbourne! 
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My cars and their stories. Part 15: 
1969 Alpine A110, Targa High Country 
 
Barry McAdie, FCCC 
 
The weekend of Targa High Country 2019 was very cold with plenty of snow on Mt 
Buller at the start and finish line. After lunch on the first day, we had to retire the car 
as it had blown a head gasket due, I suspect to the glass coolant bottle cap becoming 
dislodged. 
 
When I got the car home, I removed the motor and gearbox and replaced the head 
gasket (R12 Virage gasket – not a R8G gasket) and the coolant bottle.  
Now that the drive train was out of the car, I arranged for Rob Sealey to overhaul the 
gearbox as it had been jumping out of third and fifth gears since it was installed. This 
also included an adjustable gear rod lever. It was now ready for the next event – 
Targa High Country 2020 subject to restrictions being lifted due to COVID -19. 
 
In the event, Targa High Country was not held until February 2021 and the car ran 
well until I removed a shutdown switch which unfortunately meant the front 
headlights were not working for the run on the last day. The lights are compulsory for 
safety reasons and so we did not start that day. 
 
The car ran well again for Targa High Country February 2022 until we snapped a 
gear shift rod on the last stage heading for lunch at the Eildon Dam. We eventually 
resumed after using a screwdriver in the stub of the gear shifter to make our back to 
our lodgings at Mansfield. The delay meant we had to retire from the event. 
However, we were able to attend a great get together at a farmhouse north of 
Mansfield in my navigator’s new Alpine A110 for a BBQ and quite a few beers. 
 
 
 
 
   TARGA 
    HIGH 
COUNTRY 
     2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Leading the start 
as usual… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         TARGA 
           HIGH 
      COUNTRY 
             2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TARGA HIGH COUNTRY 2022 
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free accessories up to $500 
on new car orders*

plus a 10% discount on service and parts 
for club members, family and friends^

NATIONAL CAPITAL RENAULT 
 219 Scollay St, Greenway   //   ph: (02) 6175 9444 nationalcapitalrenault.com.au
*$500 accessories bonus is on the full rrp of any new vehicle in stock. ^eligible for financial members of the club and anyone they refer only. 10% discount applies to the retail service and retail parts price. 
National Captial Renault reserves the right to vary, extend or withdraw this offer. January     2026 09



French Car Club of Canberra Inc 
General Meeting, Raiders Club 

   25 November 2025 
MINUTES 

1. Present
Greg Francis Mike Ford 
Leigh McEwan Brad Pillans 
Lisa Molvig Jim Taylor 
Neil Birch Charles Birch 
Neil Sperring Barry McAdie 
Joel Krewaz

2. Apologies
Bill McNamee Ross Stephens 
Colin Handley

3. Introduction
The meeting opened at 8.14 pm.
Brad Pillans welcomed everyone to the meeting.

4. Minutes of the previous meeting
Brad moved that the minutes of the October meeting
be accepted. Seconded Barry, carried

5. Financial report
Neil reported that our account balance with Bendigo
Bank is $869.60, with three Term Deposits totalling
$15,711.69.
Accounts include a proposed $250 payment to the
Spanish Club for hosting the annual French Car
Day.
Neil Birch moved that the report be accepted,
seconded by Neil Sperring, carried

6. CACTMC report
Famous Wheels of Canberra
Famous Insurance Brokers are sponsoring this event which
will be on Sunday 22 March at Thoroughbred Park.
There will be a military-style vehicle class and the MG Club
will hold their annual concourse.
A link to all details from CACTMC:
https://cactmc.org.au/cactmc_calendar.html
Other news
The Piecart is to be retrofitted as a food truck and will be at
the 100 Years of Ford and the Mercedes 50 Years of the
123 Models.
Across all ACT Car Clubs, any car club event, regardless of
marque, is counted as a car club event under CRS.
A question of CRS status at the death of a club member has
been taken on notice.

8. Social
French Car Day attracted 35 cars, with a good mix of FCCC
and interstate attendees.
French Sounds of Summer to be held at the French Embassy
on 30 Nov:  https://frenchsoundsofsummer.fr/
Eight cars will be displayed; Brad will ensure that the invited
cars (and owners) are registered for the day.
FCCC Christmas event will be held on 9th December at the
Snapper Café, downstairs at the Canberra Yacht Club.

9. Close and next meeting
The meeting closed at 8.47 pm.
The next club meeting is scheduled for the Raiders Club in
Weston, at 8pm on Tuesday 27th of January, with dinner and
drinks from 7 pm. All welcome.
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INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not taken account of your objectives, financial 
situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance, available at shannons.com.au. The Target Market Determination is also available. Terms, conditions, limits and exclusions apply. The type of cover must be specified 
on your certificate of insurance. If you do not use your vehicle in accordance with the vehicle usage shown on your policy certificate you may not be covered in the event of a claim. Discounts do not apply to the optional Shannons Roadside Assist or CTP. 

Scan to find out more

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R
P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons Home and Comprehensive Car and Bike insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:

n Choice of repairer   n Agreed value   n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts   n Limited Use & Club Plate
cover   n Laid up cover   n One excess free windscreen claim per year   n Total loss salvage options
n Home & Contents Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast items cover for your collectables & tools
n Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage   n Pay by the month premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or your home, and speak with a genuine
enthusiast.
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