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Bonjour Francophiles,

Plenty of good reading in this issue, including Part 1 of a great Renault
12 Gordini story from John Sanders. John and his wife Roslyn, from the
Renault Car Club of Victoria, attended our March club meeting and
outlined some of the history behind their restoration of a car that competed
in the 1972 East Africa Safari Rally. Plus, Mike Garrett celebrates 70 years
of the Peugeot 403, with some stories of his own 403’s and those he has
encountered in Vietham. And, of course, another instalment of ‘Barry’s
Cars”, now up to Part 10.

Last week, | dropped in to McGrath Peugeot, here in Canberra, and
received some bombshell news — as of 1 April, McGrath have dropped the
Peugeot marque. Problems with obtaining spare parts and new vehicle
stock, plus low sales volumes appear to have been the trigger. Not only
will they not be selling new pugs, but | was told that Peugeot servicing will
also cease. That leaves Riverina Euro Centre in Wagga Wagga (246 km)
and Gateway Peugeot in Fairy Meadow, Wollongong (242 km) as the
nearest Peugeot dealers until such time as another dealer is established in
Canberra. McGrath had 4 new Peugeots (3 cars and 1 van) still for sale,
when | called in — all at heavily discounted prices. Could be a bargain to be
had if you are quick!

Fortunately, club members have access to Bill McNamee, who can
reliably service most Peugeot models, but Bill already has a pretty full
dance card, so many Peugeot owners outside the club will have to look
elsewhere...

Sadly, | suspect that Sue and | will have to consider getting our
Peugeot 2008 EV serviced by a Peugeot dealer — just not in Canberra.

Our next club meeting for will be held at 8 pm at the Raiders Club
on Tuesday 22 April, with dinner and drinks from 7 pm. | hope to see
some of you there.

Au revair,

BRAD

Brad Pillans, Club President
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Answer to last month’s quiz question:
I am holding a woolly mammoth tusk,
excavated by gold miners in the Yukon,
northern Canada, in 2005. More than
20,000 years old, preserved in the
permanently frozen ground.

Ole Anderson wins the beret for his guess:

Woolly mammoth tusk, California
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CLuB EVENTS 2025

22 April French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

27 April French Car Drive, members shed visit, Googong

27 May French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

22 June Battle of Waterloo, details to be confirmed

24 June French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

29 June French Car Drive, Wildbark Café, Mulligans Flat
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13 July Bastille Day, Breizh Café, Ainslie

22 July French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

24 August French Car Drive, Goulburn

26 August French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

23 September French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

26 October French Car Drive, Café Stepping Stone, Strathnairn

28 October French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,

1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm French Car Drives in 2025
These occur on the 4" Sunday of even months (except December). If you have
1 November French Car Day at Telopea Park School fete, TBC any other suggestions of places to visit in 2025, please send me an email on

reno1338@hotmail.com. Lisa Molvig, Social Secretary

25 November French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

The website of the Council of ACT Motor Clubs has a calendar of car club
events in the Canberra region — always worth a look...
https://www.cactmc.org.au/cactmc_calendar.html
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70 years of the Peugeot 403

Mike Garrett, French Car Club of Canberra

This year marks 70 years since the release of the Peugeot
403. In this article, Mike shares some of his own stories about
his favourite model Pug.

403's have featured prominently in my life with Pugs. My first 403 was
a grey one which came into my possession around 1969. | bought it from
my mate Baz, who'd owned several. | had owned a 404 and 203 before
the 403. My dad rolled the 404 and the 203 succumbed to the tin worm.
The grey 403 had an eventful life. It was my new wife’s and my daily driver
for several years until | bought her a light blue one which she used until
the tin worm got it also. Both 403's went to the Snowy Mountains and back
several times where we used to camp in a ranger’s shack at Yarrangobilly.
The Snowy Mountains highway in those days was dirt and 403's managed
the slippery snow and muddy roads very well before four-wheel drive
vehicles were readily available

It travelled to the Flinders ranges from Sydney and back via Melbourne
and the south coast road. | then prepared it to carry four of us from
Sydney to Darwin. The intention being to sell it once we got to Darwin and
then proceed over land via Bali to Europe. We took it out for a test drive up
to Katoomba two weeks before we were due to leave for Darwin. It blew a
head gasket so that was the end of its intended trip north. | sold it and we
booked a flight to Darwin, Christmas time 1974. Cyclone Tracy blew
Darwin away before we could get there so we flew directly to Bali.
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When we returned from overseas two years later, we owned other cars
none of them pugs. A Renault 12 and a 1964 Ford Falcon station wagon.
Once we had a growing family, we bought a 504 station wagon which was
an excellent car for a family of five. When my sons grew up and got licences,
| bought 404's, 504’s and 505's for them. At one stage we owned about
seven or eight Peugeots — a 404, 405’s, 504’s and 505's.

In 2002 we made our first trip of many to Vietnam, and | went on the hunt
for any pugs still in use. | like to keep an eye out for Pugs, particularly the
older models which are often being kept running by judicious application of
the local equivalent of fencing wire and sticky tape. In this sense, Vietham
did not let me down. At first, | couldn’t find any at all.

However, all that changed when we got into a 505 taxi back to our hotel
from downtown Saigon. Suddenly we were riding along in relative silence, on
comfortable seats (rather than the standard Kia/Hyundai park bench with 50
mm of foam attached) little road noise and an air-conditioner that worked!
The change was dramatic and reinforced in my mind that the differences
between Pugs and the competition may not be a pronounced as it was in the
50’s, 60’s and 70’s but it’s still noticeable. Quite a few Pugs were imported
into Vietnam in the 1940’s and 1950’s and later and many were still in use in
2002.

There was some evidence of good restoration of old cars, several of them
French. The Hotel Sofitel in Saigon has an immaculate 1940’s Citroen
similar in style to a Light 15 but much larger — in the limousine class. It is
used to ferry tourist around and apparently is in demand as a wedding car. |
also came across a shop selling beautiful framed enlarged old black and
white photographs of the French era (circa 1940’s) with locals pictured with
their 203’s. One such photograph now graces the wall in my home office.
Several of the photos featured 203’s with the strange “Buick-style” grill.

At this stage in our travels, | had therefore seen photographic evidence of
Pugs, but the real thing mostly had evaded me. Then we came across the
505 taxi and a 604 taxi in use in Saigon and spotted the odd 405, however, |
felt that the older models must be in use somewhere — and so they were. We
took a bus day trip out of Saigon to see the Co Chi tunnels, which is where
the Viet Cong had their underground headquarters during the war. Co Chi is
about 60 km northwest of Saigon and while we were waiting for the bus
driver and assistant (everything in VN has an assistant) to repair a broken
air-conditioning belt on the side of the road (with a hammer and a big shifting
spanner - in the tropical heat and humidity), a 403 mini-bus drove passed
packed to the gunwales. It was in traditional light blue, and | was cursing
because my camera was packed in its bag and by the time | got it out it was
gone!
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70 years of the Peugeot 403 (cont)

In 2015 we went to France and attended the 60 anniversary of the 403 and was
very generously given a 403 to use while we were there by the Peugeot Museum in
Sochaux. Regrettably, when we downsized in homes, | decided to sell it but |
haven’t ruled out the idea of purchasing another on, so we will see.

A 403 minibus is how | can best describe it. It's actually a 403 tabletop
or flat top ute with two long bench seats built lengthwise on the tabletop
and a steel canopy and sides overhead. When fully loaded it would have
a driver and one or two passengers in the cab up front and between 10
and 12 passengers in the back (Viethamese are small people). | was
amazed that these hardy beasts were still in active service after nearly 50
years, and they seemed to be going strong too. Some days later | came
across several of them painted in the Saigon bus company yellow and
obviously in use for urban runs in and out of the districts around Saigon.
The drivers hold them in very high regard and rate them far better than
the more modern alternatives. Apparently getting parts are a bit of a
problem but they manage to fabricate what they can't easily get.

| saw a few 404’s and on our last day driving to the airport for the flight
home we noticed an immaculate dark green 404 cabriolet that someone
had either restored or maintained in original condition. Either way, it's a
good thing we were on our way to the airport because it prevented me
making the driver an offer on the spot!

However, it was not until 2013 that | owned another 403 a two-tone
green and grey one which had been owned by several club members. It
was a quick one and had an interesting life, driving in the 2013 Redex
reunion, covering 20,000 kilometres.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE April 2025 6
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For sale, parts and wrecking

If you want to advertise something for sale or
simply offer items free to a good home, then this is
a good place to let other club members know.

Please contact either Colin Handley (0414 484 398)
or Brad Pillans (0427 662 112) to place an ad.

For Sale

Citroen 1975 2cv 250 van

This LHD vehicle has been restored in France, including an
engine upgrade to 602 cc. Such a delight to drive and has
potential to be used as a marketing tool if sensitively sign
written. $22,500. Viewing in Moruya.

Contact lan 0404 821 153 or thegamboli@gmail.com

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

Citroen 2cv 1983

One for the adventurer, boasting the Swiss conversion to 4WD and

powered by a Visa engine., this vehicle will truly go anywhere and
at speed. The Swiss conversion comes at a cost of $10,000 and
this 2cv is priced at $20,000. Viewing in Bega

Contact lan: 0404 821 153 or thegamboli@gmail.com

Citroen DS drive shaft
Contact Manfred: 0408 232 273

Peugeot 2008 SUV hybrid.
Coming soon to a Peugeot
showroom near you. Which
means Wagga Wagga or
Wollongong if you live in
Canberra

April 2025
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Renault 12 Gordini Coupe LBJ-401
(Renault Works Africa Safari spec)

John Sanders, Renault Car Club of Victoria

Broad history Australian R-12 Gordini’s:

Following retirement of the R-8 Gordinis and after winning the Australian
Rally Championship multiple times, it was decided by Renault in 1971 to
import the new R-12 Gordini coupe (light weight versions) to continue
Renault’s rally presence in Australia. Bob Watson was the lead factory driver
and National Renault Rally and competition manager.

Renault Australia then set about importing one R-12 Gordini which
arrived in 1971(KXH), it was driven in left hand drive format for some time
before being converted to right hand drive. Around mid-1971 it was decided
to import a further five cars which arrived in Australia around Christmas 1971
(all cars were oval plate country code 100).

At the same time approval was given from R.N.U.R. France to send a full
Renault factory prepared entry being one of the all new 12G’s to represent
both Renault and Australia in the gruelling World Rally Championship Event,
the 1972 East African Safari Rally.

It was to be driven by Australian rally legend Bob Watson and navigated
by the late Mal McPherson who later bought the car from the Renault factory,
owning and campaigning the car for several years. The car was accompanied
by competent and experienced Renault Team mechanics Enzo Dozzi and lan
Amsing to further prepare, maintain and fettle the car where needed.

The Renault factory (Bruce Shepherd), then converted all six vehicles to
right hand drive and prepared them for rally locally with the original car along
with mine (the Africa Car) along with (KXH) receiving by far the most
modifications and strengthening which was considerable. The remaining five
cars were used in the Australian Rally Championship, one allocated to each
major state of Australia used to help promote the Renault brand locally
through rallying and the subsequent media attention to be derived as a result.

The Renault factory (Bruce Shepherd), then converted all six vehicles to
right hand drive and prepared them for rally locally with the original car along
with mine (the Africa Car) along with (KXH) receiving by far the most
modifications and strengthening which was considerable. The remaining five
cars were used in the Australian Rally Championship, one allocated to each
major state of Australia used to help promote the Renault brand locally
through rallying and the subsequent media attention to be derived as a result.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

All six Australian cars were also uprated from 807-20 125HP 1565cc to 807-
G 160 HP 1596 cc, they were also fitted with factory extractors, oil coolers and
many more modifications. (The 807-G 160 HP piston and sleeve kits were in the
boots of each car along with the extractors and other go-fast bits when they
arrived off the ship from France). The Africa car also received extra spare tyres in
the back seat area, map pockets, tools etc, an extra heavy half roll cage. A
bullbar was also fitted and Super Oscar Cibie Lights to add to the Cibie biodes,
further strengthening and under body protection was also added.

The Africa Car was registered for road use 27/1/1972 and was the prepared
first out of the second batch of five cars allowing it to meet its deadline for
shipping to Dar es Salaam East Africa for further local Renault preparations in
the lead up to the safari. Upon arriving at Dar es Salaam, R.N.U.R. South Africa
uprated the suspension and shockers to De-carbon Africa spec (much firmer),
new springs of 50mm lift and 10% stiffer, the car also had its Safari livery and
sponsorship decals added once it arrived. (it was sent to Africa with only its white
Gordini stripes). The car was then ready for action but crashed out early in the
event.

On the start line of the 1972 East African Safari Rally
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Renault 12 Gordini Coupe (cont)

The start of the obsession:

In 1979 | had started my apprenticeship as a first year Renault Mechanic
and had loved the little R12. When | was told about the Renault 12 Gordini
and how powerful it was, | became even more curious and intrigued
wondering what they would be really like. | continued working on standard
R8, 10, 12, 16’s and the odd R4 but as time went by, | developed a burning
desire to own one of the sought after R12 Gordini’s.

On a Saturday morning a few years later | was reading the motoring
section of the Melbourne paper, “The Age”. It was my lucky day as | saw
an ex-works R12 Gordini for sale for $3,850.00. At the time my weekly
income was $77.00 per week as a first year Renault apprentice, so this
was a big investment. My parents were kind enough to lend me the money,
sensing how important this car was to me and my dream was realised.

I remember the first drive together with my father Ted which was in the
wet and on hard old Dunlop rally tyres which Russell Stuckey had supplied
to Renault many years earlier; it was very exciting to say the least - | loved
the exhilaration and the sound of those thirsty Webers and still do today. |
then realised that, after many years competitively running as a W.R.C,
(World Rally Championship), A.R.C. (Australian Rally Championship) and
V.R.C. (Victorian Rally Championship) competing in over 35 rallies across
those categories, this car needed a full bare shell restoration along with full
mechanical restoration.

Abundant patina was an understatement - there was body filler
everywhere, up tol5 mm thick in places, serious metal fatigue and all
components needed to be stripped and replated. This was along with a full
engine, gearbox, suspension and mechanical rebuild. It was in a terrible
and sorry condition following the many years of gruelling rally competition.
At this time in my life, | had no real concept of how significant the Works
entry into the East African Safari was - | mean absolutely no idea!

In the mid 80’s | then began a restoration and in retrospect it was a very
inexperienced restoration job by me, but | guess | was only 16 years of
age. | again received help from Glen Gipperich (who owns the first 12 G
into the country) and Ray Van Shaik who helped lots, whose father was an
Alpine Rally mechanic in the factory service crews of the early seventies.

The car was then involved in a serious and dangerous road collision
due to the other driver proceeding through a stop sign under the influence
of a number of substances. He drove straight towards us, hitting us in the
driver’s door resulting in a nasty roll over. luckily my late girlfriend Louise
and | escaped almost unscathed due to the extensive rally strengthening.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

| purchased the car back from the insurance company, to retain ownership in
the hope that someday | could restore the Gordini. At that time, | was helped
lots by good friends Glen and Clint Gipperich and David Cavanagh. The late
Mr. Robert Shannon, founder of Shannon’s Insurance, was representing me
as the other party’s insurance company claimed that it was a normal Renault
with stripes and only worth $400.00. Mr. Shannon came to inspect the
damaged car and verified its authenticity writing up a sworn valuation for the
full amount of over $20,000. Mr. Shannon had also agreed to come to court to
ensure that | got a fair deal as he was familiar with not only the car but also
Bob Watson, A.R.C. champion. Two days later | received a cheque to the full
value of the car, and | called the other insurance company with a please
explain. The claims manager simply replied they used Mr. Shannon to verify
the authenticity of classic and rare cars, therefore it was not worth them
pursuing this any further, Thanks to Mr. Shannon this nightmare was over. The
car is still insured with Shannon’s Insurance.

The damaged car was then placed in storage in a shed on my parent’s farm
where it was kept for many years. | did a small amount of work in the early
90’s and then stopped as life got busier. No significant progress was made at
that time and the car just gathered dust, although | continued to purchase
parts for the restoration along the way, with help coming from across Australia,
Romania, France, U.K. Germany and the U.S.A.

No real progress occurred with the car until around 2017. My son Jake
Sanders helped heaps with restoring the suspension - new bushes, ball joints
etc and repainting in special satin black suspension paint. It was a challenging
paint to use but one which retained the toughness and finish of the original
Renault paint. All the Gordini components so far restored and still to be
restored were put into storage wrapped in plastic bubble wrap.

Life then gets in the way again. | almost passed away due to serious health
issues in 2021, when | was told | had fifteen minutes to live - it really scared
me. After this experience and with the full support and encouragement from
my lovely wife Ros and the car people in my life, | decided to commit and live
life to the fullest so | made a firm decision to finally really get in and get the G
done as | now had the time and the resources to restore the Africa 12 Gordini
to concours condition or as close | could get it for the first time ever.

The body of the Gordini was sent to a fellow who specialises in complex
bodywork restoration and is a master at fixing things that in my eyes belong in
the scrap bin. He can make Packard mudguards to perfection from flat sheets
such is his craftsmanship. Mind you it wasn’t cheap but a great investment. It
was subsequently sent to a panel shop who regularly works on concours cars
with numerous Motor Classica accolades to prove it - regularly restoring
classics such as Mercedes Coupes, early Corvettes, old Porsches, A110's and
a few Gordinis.
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Renault 12 Gordini Coupe (cont)

Once completed and seeing it for the first time | was in tears as it was
totally surreal to finally start seeing some real progress on the Gordini after
S0 many years.

The bodywork was painstakingly restored, done properly with no filler
and excellent panel gaps by Renault standards Great effort was taken in
getting the 418 French blue colour correct. In fact the head people at
Glasurit paints in Australia even got involved to ensure it was correct in
addition to the experienced painter.

The engine was sent off for a full recondition with everything being
cleaned, crack tested, machined, balanced and re-hardened where
required. This work included blueprinting the 807-G which was undertaken
by highly experienced race engine builders of many decades. | then
assembled the engine once received back from the machine shops.

The original exhaust extractors were sent off for ceramic coating to
ensure longevity and a new stainless-steel exhaust was fabricated locally
to original specification by Steve Stratford in Bendigo. All components
were cleaned with ultrasonic, hydro blasting and ice blasting. Every single
nut, bolt washer, captive nut and metal component has been freshly
electroplated as the original plating was rusting through on the entire
vehicle. All chrome work was also replated in the restoration process.

The De-carbon Africa spec shocks were sent off for full reconditioning, the
work being completed by highly experienced De-Carbon & Bilstein
technicians. The rest of the suspension and braking systems were also
fully refurbished with all new bushes, quality bearings and seals
throughout. All components were then refinished in the satin black.

My good friend Andrew Davis had started on a full refurbishment of the
entire electrical system which had suffered many cuts and joins, Andrew
did a magnificent job in reinstating it to its former glory which is a big part
of the reliability of these cars.

All engine accessories were fully reconditioned and are now in as good
or better than new condition.

At the close of 2021 | had nearly all components refurbished and ready
for reassembly and sitting in storage shelves, although the engine itself
had not returned from the reconditioners as yet and not reassembled, nor
the electrics completed.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

Stripped to the bare bones for the ground up rebuild...

Around March 2022 | started communicating with the organisers of the
National Motor Classica concours d’ elegance held in the original Melbourne
Australia exhibition buildings about potentially having the car on display later in
the year. Motor Classica is the most prestigious Concours d’elegance in Australia
and rivals, Pebble Beach, Retromobile, Goodwood, Beverly Hills, Boca Raton,
Internat etc.

This incidentally was where, many years ago in the mid 80’s, | worked at the
annual Melbourne Motor show displaying the last of the new Renault Fuego’s
and the first R25’s and Peugeot’s to prospective owners as by then | was working
in Renault/Peugeot new and used car sales after transferring from Renault spare
parts. Little did | realise that all this experience would be of such value during the
Gordini restoration. The organisers of Motor Classica were most enthusiastic to
have the Gordini at the exhibition due to its historical significance to France,
Australia and South Africa and along with the fact it was something completely
different for them to showcase in such a magnificent historical setting — after
discussions with my wife who was unwell and hospitalised for months of 2022.

| took a big risk particularly given our health and agreed to complete and
display the 1972 Works East African Safari R12 Gordini in the October 2022
Concours at Motor Classica Melbourne. | was also feeling the pressure to get the
car completed but very excited by the prospect of finally driving it in an as new
condition — a dream coming true. It becomes your new baby after forty plus
years.

TO BE CONTINUED NEXT MONTH...
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Vale Ken Horsfall
Barry McAdie, French Car Club of Canberra

It was with great sadness that we learnt that Ken Horsfall, a
long - term member of the Renault Owners Club of Canberra and
the French Car Club of Canberra, passed away on 1 April 2025.

Ken was one of the founding members of the Renault club
back in May 1985 and served for 15 years as the club Treasurer
from April 1987 to March 2002. In recognition of his dedicated and
unstinting long service, he was voted in as a life member in 2001.
He continued to be an active member of the club and was the
technical contact for Renault 16s.

He was not really into motorsport but always enjoyed the club’s
social events and outings. He usually won prizes at club concours
with his immaculate Renault 16 which he had owned since new.
Ken was a geophysicist and worked at the Bureau of Mineral
Resources and managed the aeromagnetic aerial surveys
conducted throughout Australia until those operations ceased and
he retired not long after
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Ken and his beloved Renault 16

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

He didn't stop there as he continued to do volunteer work with the
Conservation Australia Organisation planting trees and removing
noxious weeds. He was very keen to help the many overseas students
doing voluntary field work, particularly those from South Korea which
he visited with his wife, Joan.

His sense of humour was infectious, and he was always a happy
chappie and up for a good laugh. He was very kind and loved nature.

Our condolences are with his wife, Joan and family. Ken will be
sadly missed by all who had the pleasure to know him.

Family and friends bid Ken adieu at his funeral on 16 April in the
Chapel at Norwood Park in Mitchell and he was buried in Gungahlin
Cemetery.

Ken accepting an award at a ROCC Concours for his R16
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My cars and their stories. Part 10:
Renault Alpine GTA V6 Turbo

Barry McAdie, French Car Club of Canberra

1987 Renault Alpine GTA V6 Turbo

| imported the car from the UK in 2006 and had it engineered to
comply with Australia's ADRs. Additions to the car included new
AZEV wheels front and rear, new rear Koni shocks, new screens
fitted front and rear and on headlights, new front indicators and a
larger Europa Cup radiator with twin cooling fans.

I also fitted Alpine sill protectors. The underside was treated to
remove surface rust, and it had a full professional respray in
original Titian Red colour done by a friend in Bendigo. Other
additions included a new gear knob, new wiper arms and blades,
new interior light, new turbo hoses and new bonnet gas struts. Full
documentation on the car since new in the UK has been compiled.

I bought the car from Mike Rodgers in Stoke-on-Trent after |
arranged for my friend, Mark Foster, and his wife, Collen (also my
cousin) to travel from Bristol to inspect the car. At the time, Mark
was a pilot for Malta Airlines a charter airline based in the UK.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

The car was registered in time to do the Forest Classic Rally based
in Wangaratta in 2007 along with other Alpine enthusiasts, including
Jayson Hinder who had acquired his GTA around the same time from
NZ.

He helped me pick my car up from Sydney when it arrived, and | did
the same for him when his GTA arrived a little later. We drove to
Sydney in his Ford Territory, and he came alive as border officials were
processing his car through Quarantine. It was a Pearl White GTA non
turbo with a Safrane motor and the exhaust note was very sweet and
loud. As we left the docks, | followed in his Ford Territory and came up
to some traffic lights. Lo and behold, there was a red Porsche 911
parked at the lights. That was like a red rag to a bull as far as Jayson
was concerned. He took off with the Porsche in hot pursuit and | had
trouble keeping up with them in his Ford.

After Mike Neil and | completed the Forest Classic Rally, we were
headed home up the Hume Highway at the normal 110kph speed limit.
Then we saw Jayson race past us at a much higher speed with his
exhaust note letting us know it was him. Then we saw why he was in
such a hurry — he was being chased by a Torana XU1 who was
obviously miffed at being outpaced by a Renault Alpine.

At some stage, | decided that | might retro fit A/C. | imported a used
unit from the UK and had discussions at a Renault event in Melbourne
with some colleagues, Colin Stark and Steve K, about the how to instal
it. Steve invited me to his place to look at the underside of a Le Mans
GTA he imported for a customer about the same time | bought mine
from the UK. At one point, he said “Stuff it Baz, it's a sports car, just put
the window down”. | took that on board and decided not to proceed
with installing the A/C given the cooler climes of Canberra and that |
was not using it as a daily runner. So, | advertised the A/C gear for
sale.

This is where Tom Riley from WA entered the scene. He said he
was interested and would be in Canberra shortly to buy an early model
Porsche and would meet me at my place. He duly arrived and
mentioned in passing that he had also bought a Lancia that he saw on
the back of a truck.

He looked at the A/C gear, was happy with it and the price and
asked if | could ship to WA. Then we got talking about cars and the
conversation went something like this:
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My cars & their stories (cont)

Me: You obviously have a GTA and now an early model Porsche
and a Lancia, what other cars have you got?

Tom: | have an Alpine A110, A310, R5 Turbo, R12 Gordini and
more including a Mini Cooper S and other British marques.

Me: You're not married are you???

Tom: Nuh.

Me: Are you installing the A/C yourself?

Tom: Nuh, I'll get my mechanic to do that. | have a warehouse to
store my cars.

Me: What do you do for a crust?

Tom: | travel the world talking shit. (Tom is a microbiologist. His
main interest is in Clostridium difficile.... it's a poo bug....).

Me: Huh???

Tom: I'm a Professor of Biology specialising in animal poo.

Me: Cracked up laughing.

| used the car to travel to/from Bathurst to attend the V8 race
usually in October each year. It was parked among the cars
belonging to Holden and Ford enthusiasts and created a nice
healthy tension in our camp. This manifested itself one year due to
the pranks of my eldest daughter, Tennille, and Harry Bargwana, a
noted race car driver.

After a camp meeting, my daughter ran into the camp marquee
imploring me to come outside saying someone had done
something to my car. | started to realise as | left the marquee that it
could be some sort of prank. Sure enough, there was my Alpine
wrapped up in “Don’t be Cruel to Cars” tape that she and Harry
had bought from Supercheap down in pit lane.

Very funny but more was to come. As we were having a beer at
lunch, two police on very large horses rode into the camp. They came
straight up to me, took the beer out of my hand, started to cuff me to
their saddles and explained that they were arresting me for being cruel
to cars!! Everyone had a laugh and then the kids started feeding
apples to the police horses.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

Another incident involved a close call in Victoria in March 2007.
When rust proofing the car, | tried to remove the lower control arms on
the rear but was unsuccessful. Unfortunately, | forgot to re-torque up
the bolt on the right-hand side that held the lower rear lower control
arm. Later | travelled to Melbourne for a car event and was returning
home via the Greensborough Freeway and Craigieburn Bypass on the
Hume Highway. | was travelling at about 110 kph when the rear started
to steer of its own accord as | was overtaking a semi-trailer.

Fortunately, | was able to manoeuvre the car off the road away from
the truck unto the wide grassy median strip and wash off speed without
applying the brakes. Luckily, it didn’t happen elsewhere in heavy traffic
in Melbourne or further up the highway where there were large trees
and rocks in the median strip. On jacking up car, | noticed that the rear
lower control arm on the right rear had come adrift as the large hex bolt
securing the arm to the chassis had come loose and disappeared. This
could not be found and in the end, | had to be flat topped to Dave
Cavanaugh’s garage, “The French Connection”, in Airport West. Over
the next few days Dave had fixed the problem, and | was able to
retrieve the car and return to Canberra.

It was on a flat top one other time after Bathurst. The car would not
start after we packed up to leave after the V8 race. When we got to
Boorowa, | bought the truck driver and myself a pie and coffee for
lunch and we sat in the park enjoying our meal. An older gentleman
resident in the town was passing by and asked what happened to the
Renault. | told him and then he said, “You have a blue one too?” He
obviously had seen my blue Alpine A110 probably at a car show in
Canberra. After much investigation at home, | eventually found that the
flywheel sensor had failed, a common problem with GTAs and the
subsequent model the A610. In the end, it turned out to be an easy fix.
| tested and installed a spare pickup sensor from a Fuego, so all was
good.

With the acquisition of a new Alpine A110 in 2019, | needed more
garage room and so | ended up selling the Alpine GTA V6 Turbo to a
RCCV member in Victoria, but | see it every now and then at Victorian
French Car Days and it is still in immaculate condition. Then | start to
have feelings about missing such a wonderful beast!! Oh well — it's
done now.
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free accessories up to $500
on new car orders’

plus a 10% discount on service and parts
for club members, family and friends”

NATIONAL CAPITAL RENAULT
219 Scollay St, Greenway // ph:(02) 6175 9444 nationalcapitalrenault.com.au

National Captial Renault reserves the right to vary, extend or withdraw this offer.



French Car Club of Canberra Inc
General Meeting, Raiders Club
25 March 2025

MINUTES
1. Present
Lisa Molvig Neil Sperring
Colin Handley Mike Ford
Neil Birch Charles Birch
Leigh McEwan Brad Pillans
Barry McAdie Roslyn Sanders (RCCV)
John Sanders (RCCV)
2. Apologies
Ross Stephens Bill McNamee
Greg Francis Bernard Wright
Dave Rowell Joel krewaz

3. Introduction

The meeting opened at 8.11 pm.

Brad Pillans welcomed everyone to the meeting and
introduced John and Roslyn Sanders from the
Renault Car Club of Victoria.

4. Minutes of the previous meeting

Motion: Brad moved that the minutes of the
January meeting be accepted, seconded Barry.
Carried.
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5. Financial report

Our Account balance with Bendigo Bank is
$1,118.53, with three Term Deposits totalling
$15,453.40. Neil Birch moved that the report be
accepted, seconded by Barry. Carried

6. General Business

CACTMC Report

Wheels was a success with new sponsor Famous
Insurance Brokers. It was the first time for ages that
it did not lose money. Lack of Marshals at the gate
slowed entry down. Allocation of continent areas
rather than club areas worked well and for clubs that
arrived together it worked very well.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

CACTMC report (cont)

The Council is looking for a Club to run next year’s event,
without a Club to run it, it will not happen

Colin Handly thanked Greg and Neil Sperring for all their
work. Brad moved that the FCCC thank Greg and Neil for
all their work in organising Wheels for the last 2 years,
carried.

Council is still seeking clarification with Access Canberra
about how to record days when CRS cars are being
repaired by a mechanic. At the moment, you record taking
your car to mechanic as a private use day and if the
mechanic takes it for a test drive then they record in your
logbook another private day of use

7. Social

French Car drive in April will be to a member’'s shed in
Googong. In May, Wheels of Wamboin, with a flyer to come.
Triumph Club cannot organise Battle of Waterloo this year.
Hoping for another British club to takeover,

Program of events sent to NSW Citroen Club so they can
publish it.

4CV register Muster to be held in Gilgandra at Easter

8. Other business

Brad invited John Sanders (who's T-shirt read “Life is too
short to drive boring cars”) to talk to the meeting about his
restoration of a piece of Renault motorsport history a Renault
12 Gordini..

9. Close and next meeting

The meeting closed at 9.11 pm.

The next club meeting is scheduled for the Raiders Club in
Weston, at 8pm on Tuesday 22" of April.
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“NO ONE KNOWS YOUR
PASSION LIKE SHANNONS.”

&b G A

Shannons Home and Comprehensive Car and Bike insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:
B Choice of repairer ® Agreed value B Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts B Limited Use & Club Plate
cover M Laid up cover M One excess free windscreen claim per year M Total loss salvage options

B Home & Contents Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast items cover for your collectables & tools

B Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage ™ Pay by the month premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or your home, and speak with a genuine

enthusiast.

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not taken account of your objectives, financial
situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance, available at shannons.com.au. The Target Market Determination is also available. Terms, conditions, limits and exclusions apply. The type of cover must be specified
on your certificate of insurance. If you do not use your vehicle in accordance with the vehicle usage shown on your policy certificate you may not be covered in the event of a claim. Discounts do not apply to the optional Shannons Roadside Assist or CTP.
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