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On the cover Teddy bear’s picnic? One could be
forgiven for thinking that this 1924 Delage DI Kelsch style
boat-tailed sports tourer, owned by Lindsay Youman, has
been commandeered by a family of bears.

Image: Brad Pillans
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Bonjour Francophiles,

February has been a busy month for club activities, The highlight of
which was the annual Wheels exhibition at Queanbeyan showground, this
year sponsored by Famous Insurance Brokers.

As reported by Lisa on page 5, the club had an excellent selection of
vehicles on display. Unfortunately, we were unable to repeat last year's
winning performance, being pipped by the Zed Car Club for best club
display. As well as our contingent of French cars, two other French
marques were on display — a Delage and a Talbot Darracq. Plus, two other
cars had French content — the DelLorean, powered by a Peugeot-Renault-
Volvo (RPV) V6 engine, and a Goggomobil Dart with its Renault
windscreen. Read more on page 6.

The 1924 Delage, which features on the cover of this month’s
newsletter, was a popular car among attendees, with a fine collection of
teddy bears on board.

Two other events — our end of summer BBQ and a French Car Drive to
Murrumbateman — will be reported on in the March newsletter.
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Our next club meeting for will be held at 8 pm at the Raiders Club om
Tuesday 28 March, with dinner and drinks from 7 pm. | hope to see some
of you there.

Au revoir,

BRAD

Brad Pillans, Club President

P.S. In last month’s column, | offered a prize for the best caption to the
image below. It was my attempt at a “satellite selfie”, the idea being that
modern satellite imagery is high enough resolution to see me and my
message. The back story is that in 2020, during National Science week,
ANU astrophysicist, Brad Tucker, invited Canberrans to get outside with
large signs at exactly the right time to be picked up by a passing satellite.
Sadly, the weather was uncooperative and there was a bit too much
cloud for good imagery. Great idea and good fun but roundly defeated by
uncooperative weather gods!

And the winning caption came from lan Gamble: BRAD not DRAB.
lan wins a black beret to be collected when we next meet.
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CLuB EVENTS 2025

23 February French Car Drive, Two before Ten Café, 47 Rose St,
Murrumbateman. Brunch/morning tea, arrive 10 am.

24 February End of summer BBQ details to be confirmed

25 March French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

22 April French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

27 April French Car Drive, members shed visit, Googong

27 May French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

22 June Battle of Waterloo, details to be confirmed
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24 June French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

29 June French Car Drive, Wildbark Café, Mulligans Flat
13 July Bastille Day, Breizh Café, Ainslie

22 July French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

24 Auqust French Car Drive, Goulburn

26 August French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

Above: Member's historic cars at a recent club meeting, Raiders Club, Weston

23 September French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

26 October French Car Drive, Café Stepping Stone, Strathnairn

28 October French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

1 November French Car Day at Telopea Park School fete, TBC

25 November French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm

French Car Drives in 2025

These occur on the 4" Sunday of even months (except December). If you
have any other suggestions of places to visit in 2025, please send me an
email on reno1338@hotmail.com. Lisa Molvig, Social Secretary

The website of the Council of ACT Motor Clubs has a calendar of car club
events in the Canberra region — always worth a look...
https://www.cactmc.org.au/cactmc calendar.html
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“Famous Wheels” 2025 @
Queanbeyan showground

Lisa Molvig, French Car Club of Canberra

The weather was autumnal for Wheels this year, sunny after a
chilly morning, which was perfect for driving and displaying classic
cars. It was a very good turnout, with over 500 vehicles from ACT
region car clubs. Our club presented 11 French cars and one
bicycle- P205GTi, P308, P505GTi, P508, R12, R16, Alpine 110,
Megane Red Bull, three 2CV (including a van) and Motobecane
mixte. Every entrant was given a windscreen flyer and asked to
include a statement about “I'm Famous because...” to link with the
new sponsor Famous Insurance.

At these events it is good to look at all the other cars on display,
but also to meet many new club members and hear stories about
French cars which others have owned. This year a fellow told me
that he knew my R12 many decades ago. I'm the third owner and
bought it from a deceased estate in 1989. At the time he was dating
the daughter of the late owner and helped to prepare the car for
sale. So, we probably met 36 years ago when | went to view it with
the late Jayson Hinder (president of ROCC at the time).

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

At the end of the event there was a presentation of awards in several
categories.

Queanbeyan Council award: red Torana

Best featured award, I'm Famous because... Austin 7, Harry Crawford
Best club display: Z car club, FCCC was second

Best historic motorbike: Indian motorcycle

Best historic vehicle: VW Kombi camper

Best modern vehicle: Mazda MX5 Miata

Best modified vehicle: MGB electric

Best vintage or veteran: 1924 Delage

Photos of the winners can be seen at Gallery 2025

Many thanks to the committee of the
Council of ACT Motor Clubs for organising
the event this year, and all the volunteers.
Greg Francis (council president and FCCC
member) asked all car clubs to consider
volunteering to run the event next year.

Photos by Lisa Molvig, Ole Andersen.
Brad Pillans and Barry McAdie
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Famous Wheels (cont)

Left: Barry looks at home behind the
wheel of a DelLorean, a car best known
for its starring role as a time travel
machine in the Back to the Future
movies. Styled by Italian automotive
designer, Giorgetto Giugiaro, the car
is noted for its gull-wing doors and
brushed stainless-steel body panels.
Powered by a Peugeot-Renault-Volvo
2.85 litre engine, the cars performance
didn’t match its looks and price. Total
production was just under 9,000 units
in 1981-82, after which the company
went into receivership.

Left: A pair of Goggomobil Darts with

a not so well-known French connection:
the windscreens are rear windows from
the Renault Dauphine. Based on the
chassis and running gear of the German
Goggomobil microcar, the Dart has an
Australian-designed fibreglass body and
Is powered by a 400 cc 2 stroke rear
mounted engine. Some 700 Darts were
assembled by Buckle Motors in

Sydney from 1959 to 1961 but probably.
only 50 or so have survived.

.
-
)]
>
D
qv]
O
@)

—

[While Barry was sitting behind the wheel of the DeLorean, | was chatting to the
owner of the bright yellow Lamborghini Gallardo which was parked near my Peugeot
508. | asked for a look inside and even sat behind the wheel — with my legs out the
door. There is no way | could ever aspire to own a Gallardo (or any other Lambo, |
expect), because | simply don't fit. Never mind the lack of around $200,000 in loose
change to buy one. Ed]
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CLASSIFIEDS

One for the adventurer, boasting the Swiss conversion to 4WD and
powered by a Visa engine., this vehicle will truly go anywhere and

For Sal e, partS an d wrec kl n 9 at speed. The Swiss conversion comes at a cost of $10,000 and
this 2cv is priced at $20,000. Viewing in Bega
If you want to advertise something for sale or Contact lan: 0404 821 153 or thegamboli@gmail.com

simply offer items free to a good home, then this is
a good place to let other club members know.

Please contact either Colin Handley (0414 484 398)
or Brad Pillans (0427 662 112) to place an ad.

For Sale

Citroen 1975 2cv 250 van

This LHD vehicle has been restored in France, including an
engine upgrade to 602 cc. Such a delight to drive and has
potential to be used as a marketing tool if sensitively sign
written. $22,500. Viewing in Moruya.

Contact lan 0404 821 153 or thegamboli@gmail.com

Citroen DS drive shaft
Contact Manfred: 0408 232 273
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Alpine/Renault news

Barry McAdie, French Car Club of Canberra

Great news for Alpine and Renault enthusiasts. Lisa has passed on the
news that the new electric Renault 5 has been awarded car of the year by
Top Gear. See: https://apple.news/AQi1C6HZ-S42h14ke5boQgA
Mark Avis, Dealer Principal of Renault Brighton, was recently in Paris and
he texted me to advise that 40 of the hot R5 will be coming to Oz probably
in 2027.

For those that are not convinced that electric vehicles are the way of
the future, Ernst Luthi has advised that Alpine will be celebrating its 70™
anniversary at Dieppe 30 May — 1 June 2025 and it appears at least two
aussies will be attending along with a contingent of 30 or so UK Alpine
owners. You can join the fun by subscribing at:
https://lesalpinistes.com/70-ans-alpine-dieppe-inscriptions-mi-janvier-2025/
https://www.dieppetourisme.com/offres/evenement-70e-anniversaire-
dalpine-dieppe-fr-5309276/

Targa Australia has advised that Park to Peak (hillclimb up Mount
Buller) that was due to be held in April 2025 has been postponed to 2026
so that its resources can be concentrated on restarting Targa Tasmania in
November.

The Formula 1 season kicks off in Melbourne on 14-16 March and
hopefully Alpine will improve its performance with Aussie Jack Doohan
joining Pierre Gasly as team drivers. It will be interesting to see how Louis
Hamilton goes after his switch from Mercedes to Ferrari. The bad news,
depending on your point of view, is that Alpine will switch to Mercedes
engines probably in 2026. | guess with Renault concentrating on electric
vehicle production, it sees little benefit in spending heaps of money on its
combustion driven Alpine F1 team.

Angus Mackenzie, writing for Motor Trend says: “Gordon Murray drives
one. That, right there, tells you a lot about the Alpine A110. That the
creator of the storied McLaren F1 and the screaming GMA T.50 and T.33
hypercars would choose as his daily driver a modestly powered, modestly
priced mid-engine sports car made by an obscure (to Americans) division
of Renault is quite the endorsement. We, too, fell in love with the little
Alpine when we drove it in late 2017. And after driving the 2025 A110 GT,
we can confirm it’s still the most enchanting affordable sports car on the
planet.” See: https://apple.news/AuiBIAwizRuS2kP3vFyVtZw

What us A110 owners already know!

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE
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Canberra Festival of Speed 2025
Barry McAdie, French Car Club of Canberra

The Canberra Festival of Speed was held on 24 — 25 January
2025 for its second year. | attended only for the first day and the
first run of Group 1 cars. Unfortunately, | was too late to enter but
decided | would attend to get a feel of the event and walk the track.
The track itself is quite narrow with Armco railings on each side as
well as barriers to protect the public. Maximum speed allowed is
120 kph according to the officials at the drivers’ briefing. Some of
the cars may have even reached that speed down the front
straight. The track is all bitumen located to the east of the betting
ring at Thoroughbred Park.

The cars were allocated groups totalling 8 in all and each car
was able to do 3 laps with the first two laps at speed and the last a
slow down lap. Each group queued at the start and could do two
runs on each day. One car would start, and the second car would
get the green flag once the first car was about halfway on the
circuit with a maximum of two cars on the track at any one time.
The crowd was huge and obviously enjoyed what was on offer.

The array of cars on display was extensive ranging from the
exotic to fully fledged race machines. Cars that caught my eye
included a DeLorean, a Ford GT 40 in Gulf colours as used when it
beat Ferrari at Le Mans, the Batmobile, an Ariel Atom produced in
the UK and a Mitsuoka - with styling harking back to the glamour
cars of Hollywood. Our club member, Paul Bridgman, entered his
Alpine A110.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

Jugiong paddock bash

Barry McAdie

On Sunday 26 January, | attended the 60" anniversary of the paddock
bash at Jugiong to catch up with colleagues in both the NSW and
Victorian Renault Clubs. For 60 years, they have been competing
against each other in a gymkhana in a paddock donated by a local
farmer. Fire engines are in attendance because of the fire hazard. Over
the years they have had plenty of entries with a record 114 in one year.
This year there were only 16 entries, and the decision has been made
to call a halt to this long running event. The drop in entries over the
years could not justify the effort required to organise the event for fewer
cars.

Vale Jugiong — perhaps the Festival of Speed in Canberra on the
Australia Day weekend might prove to be a worthy substitute?!!

February 2025 9
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My cars and their stories. Part 8:
more Renault Fuegos

Barry McAdie, French Car Club of Canberra

Red Fuego YLA520
| bought this car on 26/8/97 and it had 179718 kms on the
speedo and | sold it on 21/2/05.

This was Dot’s daily driver to work and the shops and to visit
family in Victoria. It was during a return trip from Victoria that the
car stopped, with no gears, coming out of Holbrook. The Fuegos
had this ridiculous gear change mechanism probably a product of
being made right hand drive for Australia and other markets. The
clutch cable worked with a small rod pressing on the clutch fork.
Sometimes, this rod would fall out and this is what happened.

| suggested that she put it in first gear, start the car and keep
the foot down to minimise the tendency to kangaroo hop and then
change gears like a crash box and stay in top gear until she arrived
home. | had used this technique once when | snapped a clutch
cable coming home from Cessnock with a trailer load of Fuego
parts. But she was not comfortable with that suggestion, so | had
to drive to Holbrook, we swapped cars, and we arrived home OK.

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

Red Fuego YBN 82C

| purchased this car from Austral Motors in Fyshwick on 23/1/99. Its
build date was 7/85 and had 231,431 kms on the speedo. | installed a
new engine with 34,000kms on 17/4/99. | also fitted the Performance
Mag wheels from the Green Fuego. The gearbox was replaced
onl12/4/01 after its repair by Alpine Motors. | sold the car to Peter
Hocking on 6/2/06

1985 silver Fuego with sunroof YAX51J

| purchased the car from a lawyer friend on 27/6/2002 and it had
147668kms on the speedo. The body was in poor condition with
several dents. | restored the car with the help of a friend including a full
respray and panel beating in my garage.

One issue was removing, painting and replacing the interior
sunroof. Inside the sunroof was an old 6-digit Sydney phone number. |
checked it out and asked if | could talk to someone who installed a
sunroof on a Fuego. To my surprise, the guy who answered the phone
said, “You're talking to him”. He told me that the sunroof was from an
Alfasud and gave me instructions on how to remove it for respraying.
When that was done, he was happy to instruct me on how to reinstall it.
While | was working on the car, Keith Melville and his son, Simon, from
Blayney were in Canberra visiting his daughter and came past for a
visit and looked at the car.

February 2025 10



. . While it sat in my garage, a guy turned up wanting a front indicator

My C arS & th el I Sto Il eS (C O n t) for his somewhat battered Fuego. We started having a chat and he
mentioned he was a plumber. We had been having issues with tree
roots invading our sewerage clay pipes and he suggested a suspended
system using PVC pipes would fix it. | offered him the job in return for
the Candy Apple Fuego plus cash. He accepted and the deal was
done. | then took the Fuego to Bendigo where a friend did a great job
on fixing the dent. There were other costs to get it registered and, on
the road, paid by the plumber

| sold it to the plumber on 28/6/05 in return for fixing our sewage. |
think it was a good deal although the plumber told me later that the
sewage fix cost a lot more. | just said “Stewie — a deal is a deal, that's
it”

BUT WAIT, THERE ARE EVEN MORE FUEGOS TO COME IN THE
NEXT NEWSLETTER!

After it was finished, | decided to put both the red Fuego
YBN82C up for sale on eBay and the red Fuego was bought by
one of our club members, Peter Hocking. The silver Fuego then
went up for sale on eBay and Simon rang from Blayney asking me
what the reserve price was. | gave him a figure and Keith and he
came to Canberra a day later with the cash on 17/03/06. As an
experiment, | decided to leave it on eBay to see what would
happen but asked Simon to make sure he won the bid at whatever
price. He was having trouble keeping up with the bidding as he
only had an old-fashioned modem, but he did win with seconds to
spare. | was very relieved as | could have ended up with an
obligation to sell the car to someone else when it had already been
sold.
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Candy apple Fuego — ceashed and repaired

Unfortunately, | do not have a photo of this car. It had been
previously owned by a good friend’s wife. The car was resprayed a
brilliant Candy Apple Red by Paul Chesterfield. | had previously
serviced the car before it was subsequently sold.

Some months later, | received a call asking if | wanted a
crashed Fuego for free. To my surprise, it was the same car | had
serviced, and it had been hit behind the left-hand door going
through a roundabout. It was free to a good home because the
owner received an insurance payout for the whole car. As | knew
the car was mechanically sound, | jumped at the chance to own it.

Chauffeur-driven Delage, with a bear at the wheel, at Famous Wheels
Photo: Brad Pillans
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free accessories up to $500
on new car orders’

plus a 10% discount on service and parts
for club members, family and friends”

NATIONAL CAPITAL RENAULT
219 Scollay St, Greenway // ph:(02) 6175 9444 nationalcapitalrenault.com.au

National Captial Renault reserves the right to vary, extend or withdraw this offer.



French Car Club of CanberraInc
General Meeting
28 January 2025

MINUTES
1. Present
Lisa Molvig Neil Sperring
Greg Francis Mike Ford
Neil Birch Charles Birch
Leigh McEwan Brad Pillans
Barry McAdie Joel Krewaz

lan Gamble Bridgette Enders
Jim Taylor Bill McNamee
Bryan Clark Ross Stephens
2. Apologies

Colin Handley

3. Introduction

The meeting opened at 8.14 pm.

Brad Pillans welcomed everyone to the meeting.
It was noted that the date of the next club meeting
Has not yet been finalised — see Social Events.

4. Minutes of the previous meeting

Motion: Brad moved that the minutes of the
November meeting be accepted, seconded Barry.
Carried.
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5 Matters arising from the October minutes
A review of public liability cover will take some
months to be conducted, commencing in 2025.

6. Financial report

Our Account balance with Bendigo Bank is
$664.70, with three Term Deposits totalling
$15,453.70. Neil Birch moved that the report be
accepted, seconded by Neil Sperring. Carried

7. General Business
Barry moved a motion to remove the Shannons ad
from the club newsletter and website because

Shannons financial support has not been received.

Seconded Brad. Carried

FrReENCH CAR TORQUE

CACTMC report
Famous Wheels

Famous Wheels 2025 (Famous Insurance Brokers are
sponsoring this event) on 16 February this year has the
following requirements on attendees:

A link to all details from CACTMC:
https://cactmc.org.au/cactmc_calendar.html

- The attendance sticker must be placed visibly on the
windscreen.

- $5fee per car if you pre book. CACTMC meeting
would be held in a week.

- Marshals were canvassed from the FCCC

- $10 entry payment on the day. Exact money please.

- Clubs should get a ‘captain’ to sort territory early on
the day.

- Exhibitor entry from 7:30am to 9:30am.

- Gates close at 10:00 for 10:30 public entry. For safety
reasons no car movements from then ‘till 1:00, which
will be the first opportunity to leave the event.

Pie Cart
The ‘Pie Cart’ is up for sale. It has been on display at
Kingston, Gungahlin Homestead and should be at Wheels.

Delegates should be the conduit for clubs to the CACTMC.
There is some confusion as to individuals approaching
CACTMC with issues not representing club business.

8. Social

Lisa highlighted:

. a good French Sounds of Summer event held at the
French Embassy On 1 December. Post rain the day
before, it was a very pleasant day
https://frenchsoundsofsummer.fr/

o The 15 December Christmas lunch at Hasset Park was
appreciated by attendees with the Crepe Van being well
patronised.

e The newsletter has social events included in the
calendar for 2025. More will be added as they come to
hand. Suggestions are still very welcome and can be
provided to Lisa via email or at the next FCCC meeting.

e The next social event will be at 10:00AM at the
2beforel0 café in Murrumbateman on 23 February.

e Next club meeting will be part of ‘The Shed BBQ'. The
date will be finalised and emailed to members. Currently
it is set for Monday 24" February 6:00PM at Colin’s Shed
at East Queanbeyan. To be confirmed.

9.0ther business

Bill McNamee pointed out a substantial change in his
access to the Peugeot's Technical Services Box,
especially for later model cars. Stellantis have an
integrated PSA and Test system vital for Peugeot
electronic analysis on later model cars. Allowing access
to it is mandatory by legislation as requested by the
Australian Auto Service & Repair Association (AASRA).
However, small operators, like Bill seem to not to be
granted necessary access. It is vital for the ongoing
viability of Bill's business to support FCCC members.
FCCC exec to investigate a ‘friendly’ in Stellantis to
provide access to a solution for Bill. Joel to respond.

Bill reminded those with Peugeot engines with a wet belt
(Purtech and Ecoboost engines?) Including Peugeot
108, 208, 2008, 308, 3008, 5008? Should your car have
a wet belt it is recommended to get them checked as
some are prone to early failure for a number of reasons.
Early detection is a must.

Greg provided a contact he has successfully used for
bodywork repairs, paint, scuffs, scratches and
headlights. Chad Cotton can be contacted on 0406 142
843 (email: autocolours@hotmail.com) He can also be
found on Facebook. A recommended resource for
those hoping to sort their car’s bodywork.

9. Close and next meeting

The meeting closed at 9.05 pm. The next club meeting
is scheduled for 6 pm Monday 24" Feb. a Colin’s Shed,
East Queanbeyan/ To be confirmed by email.
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“NO ONE KNOWS YOUR
PASSION LIKE SHANNONS.”

&b G A

Shannons Home and Comprehensive Car and Bike insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:
B Choice of repairer ® Agreed value B Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts B Limited Use & Club Plate
cover M Laid up cover M One excess free windscreen claim per year M Total loss salvage options

B Home & Contents Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast items cover for your collectables & tools

B Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage ™ Pay by the month premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or your home, and speak with a genuine

enthusiast.

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not taken account of your objectives, financial
situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance, available at shannons.com.au. The Target Market Determination is also available. Terms, conditions, limits and exclusions apply. The type of cover must be specified
on your certificate of insurance. If you do not use your vehicle in accordance with the vehicle usage shown on your policy certificate you may not be covered in the event of a claim. Discounts do not apply to the optional Shannons Roadside Assist or CTP.
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