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Bonjour Francophiles, 

 
     Happy New Year to all club members. I trust that you had an enjoyable 
and safe Christmas-New Year break with family and friends, as Sue and I 
did. 
 
     In this issue you will find reports and pictures from two club events in 
December – the Sounds of Summer celebration at the French Embassy, 
and Christmas crepes in the park. There are also further reminiscences 
(about cars, of course), from Barry McAdie. Barry has owned so many cars 
over the years, that we’ve turned his story into a long-running serial – we 
are up to Part 7, with several more instalments to come! 
 
      The cover image shows club member, Bruce McCubbin, in full Scottish 
regalia, with his 2CV, at the French Sounds of Summer. Bruce’s pipe band 
provided some of the music at the event. I did not hear their performance, 
but I wonder if they played La Marseillaise. 
 
      As planned, Sue and I stayed close to home over the break but had no 
trouble filling in the days with family visitors, gardening, reading, and 
watching the India versus Australia test cricket, to mention a few things. 
Then, last week we picked a few kilograms of wild blackberries at our 
favourite spot and immediately made a big batch of beautiful blackberry 
jam. I won’t mention where we go to get the berries because we want to go 
back again! 
 
     Sue’s e2008 has been proving its worth as a town car. With solar 
panels and a fast charger in the garage, summer sunshine means we don’t 
pay anything to charge the car. We might take it to the coast towards the 
end of summer, but that’s about as far as we will taking it in the 
foreseeable future. Our road trip to outback Queensland, in our turbo 
diesel 508, last year, confirmed that large parts of inland Australia will 
remain difficult to access for fully electric vehicles for some time yet. 
 
     Our first major club event is only a few weeks away – the Wheels 
exhibition, now called Famous Wheels, after a new sponsor, Famous 
Insurance Brokers, stepped up to replace Shannons. Our club was 
awarded best club display at the event last year and I hope we can mount 
another great display this year. Would be entrants will need to have their 
cars in place before 9.30 am and be prepared to stay until at least 1.30 pm 
– see the flyer on page 8 for further information. Greg Francis will also 
provide an update at the club meeting this week/ 
  
      

  
 
      Our first club meeting for 2025 will be held at 8 pm at the Raiders Club 
this week (Tuesday 28 January), with dinner and drinks from 7 pm.  I hope 
to see some of you there. 
 
Au revoir, 
 

BRAD 
 
Brad Pillans, Club President  
 
 
P.S. I will offer a prize for the best caption to the image below – send 
your suggestions to me at brad.pillans@anu.edu.au and I will announce 
the winner next month. 
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2024-25 FCC COMMITTEE 
 

President 
Brad Pillans 
30 Aspen Rise 
Jerrabomberra, NSW, 2619 
0427 662 112 
brad.pillans@anu.edu.au  

 
Vice President 
Colin Handley 
4 Bains Place 
Lyneham ACT 2602 
0414 484 398 

 
Secretary 

Joel Krewaz 
 

Treasurer 
Neil Birch 

 
Technical Officers 

Bill McNamee 
15 Finlayson Pl 
Gilmore 2905 
6291 6495, 0419 279 811 
mcnamee@amorphous.com.au  

 
Barry McAdie 
bardot@iinet.net.au  
 0415 907 614 

 
Magazine Editorial 
Committee 

Brad Pillans 
Lisa Molvig  

 
Membership Secretary 

Barry McAdie 
bardot@iinet.net.au  

   0415 907 614 

Web Page Editors 
Mitch Jamieson-Curran 
Leigh McEwan 

Social Secretary 
Lisa Molvig 

 
General Committee 

Leigh McEwan 
 

Public Officer 
Barry McAdie 

 
Delegates to CACTMC 

Greg Francis 
Neil Sperring 
 
 
 
 

Club Registrars  
Brad Pillans  
Lisa Molvig 
reno1338@hotmail.com  
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CLUB EVENTS 2025 
 
 
28 January  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm. 
 
16 February  Famous Wheels, Queanbeyan Showground 
 
23 February  French Car Drive, Two before Ten Café, 47 Rose St, 
Murrumbateman. Brunch/morning tea, arrive 10 am. 
 
25 February  End of summer BBQ details to be confirmed 
 
25 March  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
22 April  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
27 April  French Car Drive, members shed visit, Googong 
 
27 May  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
22 June  Battle of Waterloo, details to be confirmed 
 
24 June  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
29 June  French Car Drive, Wildbark Café, Mulligans Flat 
 
13 July  Bastille Day, Breizh Café, Ainslie 
 
22 July  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
24 August  French Car Drive, Goulburn 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
26 August  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
23 September  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
26 October  French Car Drive, Café Stepping Stone, Strathnairn 
 
28 October  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
1 November  French Car Day at Telopea Park School fete, TBC 
 
25 November  French Car Club of Canberra meeting, Raiders Club,  
1 Liardet St, Weston, with dinner from 7 pm and meeting at 8 pm 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
French Car Drives in 2025 
These occur on the 4th Sunday of even months (except December). If you 
have any other suggestions of places to visit in 2025, please send me an 
email on reno1338@hotmail.com. Lisa Molvig, Social Secretary 
 
The website of the Council of ACT Motor Clubs has a calendar of car club 
events in the Canberra region – always worth a look… 
https://www.cactmc.org.au/cactmc_calendar.html  
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French Sounds of Summer 
at the French Embassy 
 

Lisa Molvig, French Car Club of Canberra 
 
       . The French embassy chose to celebrate the beginning of 
summer rather than Bastille Day in 2024, hoping for more 
pleasant weather. It was quite a gamble, because it poured with 
rain the day before and was still raining lightly as we arrived early 
on Sunday morning. But come 10 am the sun shone through, and 
we had a mostly fine day. 
 
      The embassy requested a selection of French cars, from 
vintage to modern, but with a maximum of 8 vehicles to line the 
entrance driveway. We invited members to display their cars, with 
a list of 8 vehicles and two reserves. On the day we had three 
cars drop out due to mechanical or other issues, so the two 
reserves came, and we had a total of 7 cars on display. Several 
other members of the club attended to enjoy the music and food 
options of the festival. The ambassador visited our display to 
thank us for our efforts and many other people talked to us about 
our cars, so it was a great success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
      Those who displayed their cars were Greg Spackman (1923 Talbot 
Darracq), Lisa Molvig (R12), Joel Krewaz (2CV), Bruce McCubbin 
(2CV), Greg Francis (P205), Barry McAdie (Alpine 110), Brad Pillans 
(P2008 electric). 
 
Photos by Lisa Molvig, Brad Pillans, Barry McAdie & Leigh McEwan 
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French Sounds of Summer (cont) 
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Christmas lunch crepes 
 

Lisa Molvig, French Car Club of Canberra 
 
      For Christmas Lunch this year I thought we would try something 
different. Some of our members may have found Bruno’s van at 
Telopea School Fete or at the French Embassy in Nov and Dec 
events, repsectively. Bruno, the chef who established Breizh Creperie 
in Ainslie, now runs a mobile business called Le Petit Breton Crepes. 
He offers genuine Breton crepes served from a food van in a range of 
locations around Canberra. You can find where he will be via their 
Facebook page, Le Petit Breton Crepes. 
 
      We chose to have our Christmas lunch from his van in Hassett 
Park in Campbell. It was a very hot day, but the van was located in a 
very shady area of the park under established trees, so it was quite 
pleasant. He supplies some café tables and chairs, we also brought 
extras. Our club members enjoyed both the sweet and savoury crepes, 
so we will visit again this year.  
 
      Those who attended from FCCC were Ole and Margaret, Bob and 
Alva, Neil and Charles, Bryan and Kath, Janette and Phillip, Lisa; and 
from Rover club were Andrew and Alison. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 
For sale, parts and wrecking 
 
If you want to advertise something for sale or simply offer 
items free to a good home, then this is a good place to let 
other club members know. 
 
To start the new year, we’ve cleared the decks – last year’s 
ads are gone! 
 
Please contact either Colin Handley (0414 484 398) or Brad 
Pillans (0427 662 112) to place an ad. 
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An Alpine Christmas 
 

Barry McAdie, French Car Club of Canberra 
 

     While Canberra Club 
members enjoyed a 
Christmas lunch in 
Canberra, I was in Victoria 
and celebrated with Alpine 
enthusiasts at the residence 
of Ernst and Sonia Luthi in 
Coburg, an inner suburb of 
Melbourne.  
 
 
Alpine A110s of Matthew 
Arnold, Steve Cavanagh, 
A310 of Andrew McCall and 
Megane of John Hardy. That 
was all that could fit in Ernst 
and Sonja’s driveway 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alpine enthusiasts enjoying the hospitality of Ernst and Sonia Luthi. My 
Alpine is just visible in the background. 
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My cars and their stories. Part 7: 
Renault Fuegos 
 

Barry McAdie, French Car Club of Canberra 
 
      When I look over my ownership of cars, I am a bit amazed that 
I owned a total of nine Fuegos not counting donor cars. I was very 
much a fan of these cars and appreciated the additional power and 
torque compared to the R12s, plus the extras like power steering 
on some and air conditioning on all (when working). They also had 
plenty of luggage space when the rear seats were folded down 
 
1984 White Fuego YSH 642 
This car was my first ever Fuego and it was purchased on 24/4/93 
with 160,220 kms.  
 
It suffered some front-end damage on 15/7/94 on my way to the 
Sydney French Car Day (my fault) and it was fixed by Kershaw 
Smash repairs in Mitchell. I was too focused on my street directory 
and rear ended a car stopped at the traffic lights. It was a sight 
when I turned up at the car show with a badly dented front end. Of 
course, I didn’t enter the concors d’elegance. 
 
I sold it on 30/10/00 to with 253262 kms on the speedo so I had 
used it for close to 100,000 kms. I later found out that the car had 
been acquired by Daniel Hough who wrecked it for parts. Very sad 
as it was a good car. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1983 Green Fuego YQF 817 
      I purchased the green Fuego on 19/3/94 with 163,715 kms on the 
speedo. It had been tuned by Canberra Continental Service Centre and 
it drove very well. I upgraded it with Performance mag wheels and had 
to repair the seats that were in poor condition. The owner was a soccer 
mum and had dogs. 
 
      It suffered fire damage on 5/12/94 under the bonnet at 
196,000kms. The bonnet insulation I installed had dropped unto a hot 
motor when my wife, Dot, parked at the Spence Servo for fuel. The 
heat had damaged all the plastic and rubber components in the engine 
bay and scorched the bonnet which had to be resprayed. The 
insulation was supposed to be fireproof, and I immediately removed the 
same from my white Fuego. The manufacturers of the insulation in 
Richmond had gone out of business so it was impossible to claim 
damages. The guys at the garage opposite the servo were yelling “let it 
burn”.  However, they relented and helped push the car from the fuel 
pumps. The bonnet was resprayed, and the engine fittings were 
replaced. I sold it to a friend of Dot without the mags on 6/10/97 but 
with the standard Fuego wheels. 
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My cars & their stories (cont) 
 
1984 White Fuego   YAE 36J 
      I bought this car from a dealer in Fyshwick on 8/6/96 with 
113980 kms. It had SA registration and a build date of 7/84. I sold 
the car on 17/3/00 with 331125 kms on the clock so had good 
value for money from this car. Having done some 220,000 kms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1985 White Fuego YCK831 
      This car was my favourite Fuego. It had colour coded bumpers 
and was lowered at the front with proper spring rates. I purchased 
it from Maurice Bellett on 18/9/99 with 222985 kms. It had been 
damaged after Maurice unsuccessfully negotiated a roundabout 
which badly damaged the right front Fondmetal mag wheel and 
bent the chassis. I was able to find two new Fondmetal mags (one 
as a spare) from a wheel shop in West Ryde Sydney. Michelin 
tyres were added, and further upgrades included a stainless-steel 
exhaust with chrome tip and a rear spoiler on the rear hatch 
window. The original motor was transferred to another Fuego and 
replaced with an R25 2.2 litre motor on 15/11/02 which gave it 
more torque and top end speed. 
 
     Sometime after I retired from the Public Service, I and the family 
were leaving for dinner one night when I heard on the TV news 
that a work colleague was missing. It transpired that he was 
drinking that night at the McKellar Sports Club and on his way 
home had fallen into a flooded stormwater drain near his home. 

 
 
     It was a bitterly cold August night, and he probably drowned or died 
from hypothermia. They found his body a few days later in Lake 
Ginninderra. His funeral was at Crookwell, and I attended in my above 
Fuego. The Department had arranged a bus to take many of our work 
colleagues to Crookwell for the funeral. 
 
     After the funeral was over, I decided to return home along the 
Crookwell to Goulburn Road that was twisty in places with double lines. 
I caught up with the Department bus that was travelling slowly for some 
reason. I waited until I had clear line of sight and began overtaking the 
bus. Just as I got alongside the bus, a tractor with a trailer attached 
had been travelling in front of the bus and suddenly made a right hand 
turn in front of me to enter a farm. I slammed on the brakes and lit up 
all four tyres to stop just in time. Thank goodness, my recently 
upgraded brakes were very good. It was a very close call, and I 
imagined those in the bus were wondering whether they were about to 
attend yet another funeral of another work colleague! 
 
On 16 April 2008, I was driving the car to Red Hill for a doctor’s 
appointment. As I was heading over Scrivener Dam, a tradie van was 
during a U turn across double lines in front of me as I turned the corner 
near the back entrance to the Governor General’s residence. 
Apparently, he had spun out on an oil slick and was turning his van 
around to go in the direction he was travelling. Other cars had gone off 
the road in the same spot earlier. In a split second, I realised I had 
three options – T bone the van, hit the Armco railing or head for the 
gutter on the left-hand side. I chose the last option but, in the process, 
badly damaged the left-hand front wheel and I was not going 
anywhere. I eventually got the car home on a flat top truck and found 
out later that the firewall and chassis on the left-hand side had been 
bent beyond repair. Hence, I had to write off the car. I stripped it of all 
the useable parts, including the Fondmetal mag wheels (one badly 
damaged), and sold it for scrap. 
 

        
Left: A photo of the car 
taken at a Canberra 
French Car Day display 
before I bought the car. 
 
 
BUT WAIT, THERE 
ARE MORE FUEGOS 
TO COME IN THE 
NEXT NEWSLETTER! 
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free accessories up to $500 
on new car orders*

plus a 10% discount on service and parts 
for club members, family and friends^

NATIONAL CAPITAL RENAULT 
 219 Scollay St, Greenway   //   ph: (02) 6175 9444 nationalcapitalrenault.com.au
*$500 accessories bonus is on the full rrp of any new vehicle in stock. ^eligible for financial members of the club and anyone they refer only. 10% discount applies to the retail service and retail parts price. 
National Captial Renault reserves the right to vary, extend or withdraw this offer. January     2025 11



French Car Club of Canberra Inc 
General Meeting 

26 November 2024 
MINUTES 

1. Present
Lisa Molvig Neil Sperring 
Greg Francis Mike Ford 
Neil Birch Charles Birch 
Leigh McEwan Brad Pillans 
Barry McAdie Joel Krewaz 
Linda Hyslop John Hyslop 
Colin Handley Bill McNamee 

2. Apologies
Bernard Wright Ross Stephens 
Dave Rowell

3. Introduction
The meeting opened at 8.25 pm.
Brad Pillans welcomed everyone to the meeting,

4. Minutes of the previous meeting
Motion:   Brad moved that the minutes of the
October meeting be accepted, seconded Neil.
Carried.

5 Matters arising from the October minutes 
A review of public liability cover will take some 
months to be conducted, commencing in 2025. 

6. Financial report
Our Account balance with Bendigo Bank is
$669.69, with three Term Deposits.totalling
$15,198.42. Neil Birch moved that the report be
accepted, seconded by Barry. Carried

7. General Business
CACTMC report
The historic CACTMC Chevrolet ‘Pie Cart’ is now
registered and on the road again and was expected
to be displayed at Green Square in Kingston on 30
November.  It has had a long history with ACT Car

Clubs.  It features on the Wheels Poster for 2025.

Wheels (Now called Famous Wheels 2025 as Famous 
Insurance Brokers are sponsoring this event) will run on 16 
February this year.  A link to all details from CACTMC: 
https://cactmc.org.au/cactmc_calendar.html 
Greg provided detail on structure, timing, costings and a 
request from CACTMC for any unused Smart IPhones to be 
offered to organisers prior to the event to support the Famous 
Wheels volunteers on the day. 
Important points for Famous Wheels 2025 are: 

o No allocated areas specific to clubs this year
o $5 fee per car if you pre book.  $10 on the day.
o Exhibitor entry from 7:30am to 9:30am.
o Gates close at 10:00 for 10:30 public entry.  For

safety reasons no car movements from then ‘till
1:00, which will be the first opportunity to leave the
event

Lisa has already asked for interest in reserving pre-bookings 
via email to FCCC members. 
Social 
Lisa highlighted a good turnout at the Café Stepping Stone at 
Strathnairn Arts Homestead, which includes galleries and 
shop. Our casual association with the Rover Car Club adding 
to the outing where 20 members turned up. 
Subsequent French Car gatherings: 
On 1 December, The French Embassy is to host a French 
Sounds of Summer event 6 Perth Ave, Yarralumla. A novel 
event for us. https://frenchsoundsofsummer.fr/ 
The 15 December Christmas lunch, 12 noon, at Hasset Park. 
Crepes to be available. 
Suggestions for inclusions in the calendar of 2025 social 
events are very welcome and can be provided to Lisa via 
email or at the next FCCC meeting. 

8.Other business
Registration requests
All FCCC members need to make themselves aware that if
they wish to seek club registration for their cars, they should
contact the appointed club registrars at least 2 weeks in
advance of their vehicle registration needs

9. Close and next meeting
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm. The next club meeting is
scheduled for the Raiders Club in Weston, at 8pm on
Tuesday 28th January, with dinner and drinks from 7 pm.
Put it in your diaries.
French Car Club of Canberra – monthly meeting

, 
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INSURANCE FOR MOTORING ENTHUSIASTS  |  CALL 13 46 46 FOR A QUOTE  |  SHANNONS.COM.AU

Shannons Pty Limited ABN 91 099 692 636 is an authorised representative of AAI Limited ABN 48 005 297 807, the product issuer. Some benefits only apply to comprehensive vehicle cover. Shannons has not taken account of your objectives, financial 
situation or needs. Read the Product Disclosure Statement before buying this insurance, available at shannons.com.au. The Target Market Determination is also available. Terms, conditions, limits and exclusions apply. The type of cover must be specified 
on your certificate of insurance. If you do not use your vehicle in accordance with the vehicle usage shown on your policy certificate you may not be covered in the event of a claim. Discounts do not apply to the optional Shannons Roadside Assist or CTP. 

Scan to find out more

“ N O  O N E  K N O W S  Y O U R
P A S S I O N  L I K E  S H A N N O N S.”

Shannons Home and Comprehensive Car and Bike insurance is for motoring enthusiasts just like you, with features like:

n Choice of repairer   n Agreed value   n Multi-Vehicle & Multi-Policy discounts   n Limited Use & Club Plate
cover   n Laid up cover   n One excess free windscreen claim per year   n Total loss salvage options
n Home & Contents Insurance including $10,000 enthusiast items cover for your collectables & tools
n Towing & storage costs as a result of loss or damage   n Pay by the month premiums at no extra cost

Call Shannons on 13 46 46 for a quote on your special car, daily drive, bike or your home, and speak with a genuine
enthusiast.
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