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Bonjour Francophiles,

This is the first newsletter of the French
Car Club of Canberra, appropriately named
“Canberra French Car Torque” as voted by the
majority of members at last month’s meet-
ing. It will take our editorial team a bit of time
to settle in to the routine of a multi-marque
newsletter, so bear with us while we come up
to speed.

The club committee has been busy
behind the scenes, to get the new club up and
running. The membership database is now up
to date, which will facilitate communications
with club members. The new club bank ac-
count is a work in progress, as is a new club
website, but we will complete these tasks as
soon as possible.

Last month’s meeting was kindly hosted
by Canberra Peugeot and Citroen, in their
Melrose Drive showroom. My thanks, on
behalf of the club, to Dealer Principal, Rob-

ert Hush for opening the showroom for us and
joining us on the night. By the time our meeting
finished, Robert had been at work, that day, for
more than 13 hours!

This month was to be the local launch of
the new Peugeot 2008 SUV, but that has been
postponed until next month. The new launch date
is Thursday 29 October from 5 to 7 pm at Can-
berra Peugeot and Robert Hush has invited all
FCCC members to attend. Please RSVP to Pinja
Saarinen, by 15 October, if you wish to attend.
Her email is Pinja.Saarinen@canberrapeugeot.
com.au

In the meantime, Rob Cameron, who is
managing the used cars at Canberra Peugeot
& Citroen, tells me he’s had a good month, with
strong sales and good stock coming through.
You may recall from a previous column (in Roar),
that Rob is my next door neighbour and a former
long-time Toyota salesman. However, by his own
admission, he is now an enthusiastic convert to
French cars. When | spoke to him this week, he
was extolling the virtues of a low-kilometre Peu-
geot Partner van on the lot.

Sadly, it seems that the Telopea Park
school féte will not be held this year because
of — you guessed it — coronavirus restrictions.
That means that our French Car display is
looking for another venue, for this year, at
least. A display in Queanbeyan Park might be
an option, but | welcome suggestions for other
possible venues.

This month’s club meeting will be held
at the Raiders Weston Club at 8 pm on Tues-
day 22 September. Dinner and drinks from 7
pm is also on the cards, plus we are hoping to
have a Zoom link for those unable to attend in
person. | will send the Zoom link to members
and also confirm whether we can meet for din-
ner and drinks before the meeting.

Brad Pillans

P.S. | have a set of 4 Peugeot wheel centres —
see photo. They are free to the first person to
contact me on 0427-662112. The date stamp
on the back is June 1989, so that’s a hint as
to what car(s) they are for. Of course, anyone
who wants this set will know...
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CLuB EveENnTs 2020

22 September 2020 French Car Club of Canberra: Club meeting, Raiders Weston Club, with dinner from 7 pm
and the meeting at 8 pm. 1 Liardet St, Weston. Zoom facility will be available. See Presi-
dent’'s communiqué.



FReENCH CAR DRIVEs 2020

Program of French car drives, 4th Sunday of even month:

Program of events in 2020 subject to change.

October 25: The Roses Cafe, Yass - 87-89 Comur St, Yass. We will have our own room at the cafe for our group,
but numbers are limited due to COVID safety rules. Please make your booking by Sunday
18 October to reno1338@hotmail.com.

December 6: Christmas BBQ

Lisa Molvig

Social Secretary

French Car Club of Canberra

reno1338@hotmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

Eor Sal Parts

or oaie Peugeot 205 rear reflector

Peugeot 407 diesel wagon 205 rear reflector. Brand new, still in original package. $220.
407 Peugeot diesel sedan, 140,000km, needs some mech attention, Greg.0411 281 388

$2500. Warren Saunders 0418641306.
Peugeot 405 handbook and service book

Peugeot 403 wagon Free 405 glovebox handbook and service book in wallet ,Colin, 0414
403 Peugeot wagon with 505 engine and running gear, needs interior 484 398.
and paint, $4000 ono. View in Murrumbateman. Matt Baker, 0417 273
052.

Wreckin
Peugeot 407 HDi manual 2006 Peugeot 407 HgDi’s
Peugeot 407 HDi manual 2006. 2litre hdi, rare 6 speed manual. Great Given my 2006 407 HDi is up for sale I'll be wrecking the spare cars
condition and always well serviced. Good tyres etc. White Gold with I've acquired. Both have accident damage so things like lights may
tan/brown cloth interior. Just under 170,000kms. ACT Rego. Price not be available. Otherwise 2 complete cars, both with black leather
negotiable, | want it to go to a good home. Email for more details seats. Let me know if there is anything you need. Jim Taylor 0400
and some pics or give me a call. Jim Taylor 0400 111 504 pug303@ 111 504 pug303@bigpond.net.au

bigpond.net.au

Wanted

Peugeot 205 GTi armrests
Two armrests/door handles (interior) for 1988 205 GTi. Greg 0411 281
388.

Peugeot 407 LH Tail light

LH tail light for 2010 P407 Touring, ie late version.
Contact John or Bev Molvig on 02 49986152 or 0412903419.
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French Car Club of
Canberra Social Report

Sunday 23 August to Farm Shop Café at
Pialligo

Lisa Molvig

The French car drive in August, in collabo-
ration with the Rover Owners Club of ACT/
NSW, to Pialligo was very popular.

Thirteen FCCC members and 10 Rover club
members met at Farm Shop Café in Pialligo
for afternoon tea.

We had our own “tent” for this gathering,
though had to spill out into the gardens

as we had a few too many people for this
venue. But, it was great to gather and chat
and look at the range of French and British
cars.

Next outing is to Yass on Sunday 25 October
12.30pm.

Drive to Yass and lunch at The Roses Cafe, 87-

89 Comur St, Yass.

https://www.therosescafe.com.au/

We will have our own room at the cafe for our
group, but numbers are limited due to COVID
safety rules. Please make your booking by
Sunday 18 October to reno1338@hotmail.
com.

Lisa



Peugeot awarded first
prize for reliability at the
2020 Automobile Brands
Grand Prix

The thirteenth edition of the Grand Prix des
Marques was held in Paris on September
16, 2020 at the initiative of the magazine “Le
Journal de I’Automobile”

17 September 2020

The thirteenth edition of the Grand Prix des
Marques was held in Paris on September
16, 2020 at the initiative of the magazine
“Le Journal de I’Automobile”. On this occa-
sion, the Peugeot brand received the first
reliability prize.

This year the Journal de I’Automobile
estimated that in view of the unprecedented
health and economic crisis, the study tradi-
tionally carried out by Kantar in May 2020
should evolve. It has given way to a special
COVID-19 edition.

The new study carried out in July
2020, with a representative sample of 1,500
French people, showed that the price of the
vehicle was even more decisive and that
the issues of Reliability, Safety and Environ-
mental Impact were of growing importance
in the choice of the vehicle. automobile
brand. The magazine therefore decided to
award three prizes: Reliability, Safety and
Environmental Impact.

On the Reliability criterion, to the question
asked: “Which brands do you think have an ex-
cellent performance in terms of reliability?” The
Peugeot brand was approved by more than 66%
of those questioned.

“It is very gratifying to occupy the first
place on this criterion of reliability, and complete-
ly in line with the spirit of our Brand. Reliability
has been part of our DNA for 210 years and
many of the brand’s emblematic models have
symbolized it in the minds of the French.

This is particularly accentuated by the
move upmarket that we have initiated several
years ago, whose credibility is based on very
ambitious reliability and perceived quality objec-
tives,” declared Guillaume Couzy, Director of
Peugeot France.

Peugeot

Modern Citroen DS rendered
by automotive designer

We’d love to see this on the street in Paris

Joe Lorio
14 September 2020

The Citroén DS made its debut in 1955, with
otherworldly looks and a host of breakthrough
features. The car remained in production for 20
years, and more than 1.5 million were built. In
recent years, the DS was voted the “most beau-
tiful car” of all time by automotive designers.
Now, one automotive designer has at-

tempted to do a modern version of the DS,
with dramatic results.

As surfaced by Motor1, the modern DS
is the work of Sang Won Lee, a recent gradu-
ate of Art Center College of Design. His Cit-
roén DS E Pallas homage project takes key
elements from the original, including head-
lamps under a triangular glass housing, a thin
chrome beak spanning the width of the prow,
and high-mounted taillights that are integrated
into the C-pillars.

The tapered body shape of the original
in echoed in this new rendition, but the mod-
ern version has its own interpretation of the
idea, with more complex surfaces. There’s
also a large front splitter, which to our eyes is
the one discordant detail. Several of the ren-
derings show the new car with a contrasting
roof colour as was popular on the original.

Today, Citroén has split off DS as a
separate luxury brand. The brand’s flagship
is the recently introduced DS 9, an Audi A6-
sized sedan. The DS 9 looks awfully pedestri-
an next to this DS E Pallas homage, however.
We'd love to see a DS flagship along the lines
of Sang Won Lee’s rendering, something that
truly captures the spirit of one of the seminal
automotive designs of all time.

autoblog
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Peugeot’s 2022 Le Mans
hypercar might look like
this

Peugeot teases “first conceptions of design
of its hybrid racer

”

Tom Harrison

18 September 2020

Good news everyone — Peugeot is still
committed to racing at Le Mans in 2022 in
the new and massively exciting ‘hypercar’
(LMH) class. On the eve of the COVID-
delayed 2020 LM24, it’s released “the first
conceptions of design” for its 2022 racer.

And it looks... interesting.

The new car, developed with long-time
partner Total, will be all-wheel drive and hybrid-
powered, with a combined output of no more
than 670bhp. Per the regs it'll be bigger and
heavier than existing LMP1 cars.

Toyota and Scuderia Cameron Glicken-
haus will both con-
test the LMH class
alongside Peugeot,
but Aston
Martin pulled
out earlier this
year. Other
manufactur-
ers rumoured
to be inter-
ested in taking
part include
McLaren,
Lamborghini
and even Fer-
rari (we can

but dream). Alpine might be tempted too,
given it’s just announced it'll compete in
the final season of LMP1 next year.

Peugeot says it's chosen to com-
pete in the LMH class because it gives a
“certain aerodynamic freedom”, making it
“possible to incorporate, with the support
of Peugeot Design, the aesthetic detail of
the brand”.

Olivier Jansonnie, Technical Direc-
tor of the company’s WEC program, says:

“To this date, we have confirmed part of

the aerodynamic concept, the engine
framework has been decided and we have
chosen the functionality of the hybrid system
and its fundamental design.

“We still have several steps left before
our debut in endurance in 2022, in studies, the
production of prototypes and finally, affirma-
tion on the bench and on the track.”

Top Gear



The Renault 6 - Hit for 6 by
true Amour

True love isn’t always something that
sweeps you off your feet. In Ron Charles’
case, for example, his ownership of this
1970 Renault 6 has spanned more than
two decades, extending across both hemi-
spheres of the globe; yet it started out more
as necessity than desire.

“I was living out in south London at
the time, so | really needed to have a car,”
he says. “l wasn’t even that excited about
getting it. It was going to be easy because
this friend said | could pay 500 quid then
and the rest later.”

In retrospect, however, a long rela-
tionship like this was always going to be on
the cards. Renaults weren’t exactly thick on
the ground in 1960s Australia but Charles
remembers as a teenager being enthralled
by the funny little French cars.

“My mother looked at buying a Re-
nault at one point,” he says. “l remember
going into the Russell Street dealership
when the 10 first came out. | was absolutely
fascinated with the kind of practicality that
they stood for then. They had removable
deckchair seats and things like that.”

When a burgeoning musical career
took Charles to London in 1968 (at the time
he was singer of The Groop, a band that
also featured Brian Cadd; these days he
splits his time between session work and

fronting a Melbourne cover band) it served to

heighten his fascina-
tion with French cars.
“l took a couple
of trips to France and
they were absolutely
everywhere,” Charles
says. ‘| remember sit-
ting on a train going
down to Lyon from
Paris. | was looking
out the window to the
motorway and there
were these Renault
10s and all sorts of
things just screaming
down the motorway.
They drive them like
mad over there!”
After a short
stint back home when
The Group folded,
Charles returned to
Britain in the early

1970s to embark on a solo career. An elderly



Morris Traveller “woody” was his first work-
horse, but promptly fell to bits, encouraging
him to try his luck on his first French car - a
Renault 4.

“That 4 was my introduction to Re-
naults and the thing just never stopped,”
Charles says. “I drove it and drove it and
took it over on trips to the south of France
and, like | said, the thing just never stopped.

“And the design. These days most
cars are just variations of the same theme,
but the design in Renaults of those days
was really unique. Everything was so simple
- that’s what appealed to me.”

The years rolled on and the 4 was
eventually replaced by another small French
car, a Citroén 2CV. Then, in the early 1980s,

Charles came upon the 6 that he still owns.

“This friend of mine was leaving London
and he had to get rid of it,” Charles says. “It had
only done about 30,000 miles. So | took it over -
| can’t remember what | paid for it, perhaps 1500
quid - and used that during my last few years
over there.”

The 6, just like the 4, provided Charles
with such stellar service that when he returned
to live in Australia in 1985, it came back with
him. “l just had to bring it back with me,” says
Charles.

The Renault was put straight on the road,
first here in Melbourne and then during a stint in
Queensland, and has hardly put a foot wrong in
more than 10 years.

However, Charles has had to be content

with mere own-
ership of the 6

since returning
to Melbourne in
1998.

“There
have been a few
issues that have
prevented it get-
ting a roadworthy
down here,” says
Charles.

“It has
these little things
in the front that
I've got to get
replaced. But,
if anything, I'm
in a better posi-

tion now to get hold of the parts than I've ever
been.”

Which brings us to the gorgeous white
Renault 10 that Charles was driving when
Rearview tracked him down. Bought a few
years ago and in fabulous condition, we
thought it would naturally be the focus of the
story you’re reading now.

But no, because Charles only has eyes
for his longstanding 6. Although he loves the
10, he has already decided that it must be
sold to finance the final stages of the 6’s res-
toration.

“I'd love to keep the 10 - it’s in such fab-
ulous condition - but | think it really deserves
to be with someone who is a real collector;
someone who can keep it the way it is.”

Autobiography

The Renault 6 was unveiled at the 1968 Paris
motor show as a slightly bigger sibling for

the successful 4. The 6 had much in com-
mon with the 4, including its front-wheel-drive
powertrain and platform, but had a more
contemporary-looking hatchback body mod-
elled on the bigger 16 model. The original 845
cc model was superseded by a more powerful
1.1-litre version in 1970, and the final update
in 1974 brought new head and tail-lights, and
plastic bumpers. European production ended
in 1980. The 6 was never officially sold in
Australia.

Article published in SMH
By Cameron McGavin
March 29, 2006



Technical advice

Lisa Molvig

Recently a Sydney Renault club member con-
tacted me looking for door mirrors to fit to his
newly restored R10. | asked Adelaide Renault
expert, Simon Fitzpatrick for his advice:

Technically door mirrors were never fitted
to the R10 in Australia (all pre-1971 ADRs),
however what appears to have been fitted
through their accessory range were a varie-
ty of the Australian Wibroc branded mirrors.
The French cars used a mirror clamped to
the door frame with a round mirror, the very
late versions using the 12/16 CIPA mirrors
(used on the later 12/16s in Australia)

| find the French CIPA mirrors a touch
large when fitted to a 10, also the door trim
really needs to be removed to attach them
properly (unless using a self-tapper from the
outside). There are two types of the CIPA
mirrors, a smaller mirror version used on the
12/16, and larger mirror version used on the
Peugeot 504. Both can be obtained from
wrecking yards (if you are lucky) but gener-
ally the plastic surround for the mirror, and
the plastic gasket between the mirror and
the body will have deteriorated.

They are still available new from
France, from places such as Der Franzose:
https://www.franzose.de/en/Renault/Heck-

motor/Spiegel/

Note the two types of CIPA mirrors, large
and small mirror head. Also note that repro-
duction mirrors are available too. They are not
marked CIPA, and are fairly low quality in terms
of the plating and materials used. If buying the
CIPA type, original will be better.

Another alternative are hot-rod type mir-
rors that clamp on the door edge, I've seen them
used a few times now on 8s and 10s, and they
suit the car fairly well, not being too obtrusive or
oversized. I've attached a pic of them used on
an 8. They are similar to the curved arm univer-

Picture source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renault_8 and_10

sal peep mirrors or curved arm with convex
mirrors in this link: https://www.tcrcarponents.
com.au/mirrors-car-parts-hot-rod-custom/

No drilling required either.
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French Car Club of Canberra
Minutes of the General Meeting
7 pm 25 August 2020
Canberra Peugeot & Citroén, Phillip

Present in person
Brad Pillans
Greg Francis
Leigh McEwan
Lisa Molvig

Neil Sperring
Allan Lance
Chris Carder
Neil Birch
Richard Morgan
Lester Martin
Richard Procter
Barry McAdie
Colin Handley
Glen Bryden
Adam Rustowski
Bryan Clarke

Present on Zoom
lan Brock

Peter Rees

Paul James

Paul Ballard

Apologies
Ross Stephens,
Michael Pedvin.

Introduction

1. The meeting opened at 7:13 pm.

Brad welcomed everybody and reported that Access
Canberra had wrapped up the Renault and Peugeot
Clubs. They ceased to be incorporated entities when
FCCC was incorporated.

Brad said that before the FCCC meeting we will have
a final PAC meeting.

Minutes of the last PAC meeting

2. Allan Lance moved the minutes be accepted as a
true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded
Brad Pillans. Carried.

PAC Financial report

3. Working account balance of $1,969.79 plus a Term
Deposit of $9,342.58 that matures on 28 August 2020. After
Zoom costs have been paid we expect about $11,200 to be
transferred to FCCC. Glen is getting the books audited up
until the end of June. It has been completed but not signed.
Paul James is not sure that a final audit is required.

Glen Bryden moved that the report be accepted, seconded
by Brad Pillans. Carried

Close of PAC meeting
4. Brad formally closed the PAC General Meeting at 7:25
pm

First FCCC General meeting

Minutes of the inaugural FCCC meeting

5. Barry McAdie moved the minutes be accepted as a true
and accurate record of the meeting, seconded Allan Lance.
Carried.

Matters arising from the Minutes
6. Many to be dealt with as we go.

Our Car Club Database

7. Need to change the name of our database from PAC to
FCCC, Neil Sperring pointed out that this can only be done
by the service provider. Need to add details for all members
who were not PAC members. All membership expiry dates
will have to be updated manually. Barry McAdie to get ac-
cess; he will need to liaise with Neil Sperring.

Greg Francis asked a question which led to a discussion
about the possible ramifications for Historic Car Registra-
tion for former members of the Renault and Peugeot clubs.
Brad will contact the President of the CACTMC tomorrow to
resolve any problems arising from the merger.

Venue for future meetings.

8. We will aim for the September meeting to be at the Raid-
ers Weston club, Covid restrictions permitting. The WiFi

at that club is unlikely to be good enough for Zoom, other
options will be considered.

Club Magazine
9. Some suggested mast heads and titles were distributed
at the meeting.

After some discussion, the simplest version of the mast
head was endorsed by the meeting.

The title “French Car Torque” received majority support.
It was noted that these can be changed. Brad suggested
that an Editorial team be formed

Allan Lance suggested that the ROAR team continue for
a couple of months. Peter Rees said it would be stripped
back quite a bit. Everybody is encouraged to provide
content, Lisa Molvig, Chris Carder and Peter Rees will
compile the content. Colin Handley will look after the
classifieds.

Other business

10. Life Memberships. These will be rolled over into the
new club, this was agreed at the meeting to form the new
club.

Social Events. Lisa reported on last weekend'’s car
drive. Possible future events were discussed.

Brad introduced Robert Hush, Dealer Principal of
Canberra Peugeot and Citroen. Robert addressed the
meeting and answered questions. Brad then thanked
Robert for hosting our meeting.

Brad told the meeting our contact on the Queanb-
yan-Palerang Regional Council, Peter Bray, had died. He
had been a great help to us and will be missed.

Greg Francis moved a motion that FCCC continue
with the French Car Day, this was agreed. The Telopea
School is highly unlikely to have a fete this year due to
Covid.

The CACTMC had a meeting last week. The ap-
plication for affiliation by the French Car Club of Canberra
was accepted unanimously. As of last week 56 clubs had
paid CACTMC affiliation fees and 14 had not.

The Pie Cart which was damaged by hail early this
year has finally been moved.

The 60 day scheme is still getting nowhere.
CACTMC is encouraging all car club members to lobby
candidates at the upcoming election.

The Spanish-Australia Club in Narrabundah
maybe a viable venue for future meetings.

Close, next meeting

11. The Meeting closed at 8:41 pm.

The next club meeting is scheduled for the Raiders Club
in Weston, on Tuesday 22nd of September 2020.
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